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For the Repertory. 

FATAL TENDENCY OF DEFEC 
TIVE PREACHING AND MINIS- 
TRATIONS. 

For a long time I entertained, 
and earnestly contended for the 
opinion, that a ministry correct in 
the distinctive and fundamental doc- 
trines of Christianity, comparatively 
pure and exemplary, and in certain 
respects diligent and zealous, could 
not be pernicious to the interests of 
vital religion. And though this 
opinion is fearfully shaken, I cannot 
but still hope that no imperfect, in- 
adequate, uninfluential, or errone- 
ous ministrations, which can be en- 
titled to the above description, can 
utterly invalidate the sanctifying au- 
thority of the Word of God, in the 
case of every hearer. Yet full sure 
am I, that creeds generally sound 
and orthodox, and doctrines mainly 
consistent with the views of the re- 
formed Churches, are so exhibited 
in the sermons and practical course 
of ministrations of some of the cler- 
gy, as to annul and destroy their 
converting and saving effects.— 
Pure doctrines are so generalized, 
modified, or fritered away—essen- 
tial truth is held so vaguely, enforc- 
ed so feebly, or forgotten so entire- 
ty—and worldly principles and prac- 
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tices are encouraged so palpably 
and openly, that sound orthodox 
ministers become, in practice. and 
effect, the abettors and promulga- 
tors of a spurious, unproductive 
Christianity. Of course they can- 
not be accused of intending all this 
mischief, and the horrible conse- 
quences which must ensue. But 
if they seriously purposed the entire 
reverse, and were resolved to preach 
and practice a religion effectual to 
the conversion of sinners and the 
salvation of souls, they would not 
merely preach a sort of Christianity 
not very grossly contrary to articles 
and homilies, but they would preach 
that living, genuine Christianity, 
whose renovating and sanctifying 
spirit gives grace and loveliness, 
energy and effect to all the scriptu- 
ral doctrines therein embodied. A 
ministry which fails of this—which 
to the ends of awakening sinners, 
reforming their lives, exciting them 
to devotional piety, separating them 
from the vanities and pollutions of 
the world, and promoting true god- 
liness ‘and evangelical holiness, is 
not only useless, but proves itself 
worse than useless, by confirming 
the worldly in their indulgences, 
and serving to content indifferent 
professors and gross formalists, in 


; 
: cm : 
ae et ee - 
Ree 1. eee Cal te —— é 


led = — Tiedty $a mee dk 


=e 


ow 


as pe oe we Spa wt 


Se eae! 


ae 


rere skis pS Sere 


a 


ey Mae eS 


SP iy 


bebR is Pn Sad 


PT cat cate ey tt = Dee cere Be 


es 








2 es 


ae 


es 


TUTTE ee 


“em a wa 


=~ 


3, ae ascii =~ SPALL 





— ee : - 





bee 





102 


their insensibility and practical irre- 
ligion. And though such a minis- 
try may claim to be entitled ortho- 
dox, or even evangelical, yet for 
men it is valueless, and in the sight 
of God is worse than spuricus; it is 
emphatically disowned and accursed. 

That any one Protestant Church 
in our country more than another, 
is groaning under the burden of 
such fatal ministrations, or that any 
known or acknowledged class of 
clergy deserve the sweeping repro- 
bation of the above censure, is what 
Iam forbidden by duty to affirm, 
and by charity easily to believe.— 
But it is neither wrong nor unchari- 
table to express the fear, that some 
who hold high their claims as the 
best accredited and favourite minis- 
ters of religion, are sadly insensible 
to the influence which their preach- 
ing and general course of ministra- 
tions is shedding around them. Nor 
can it be regarded as invidious in 
me, to describe the style of preach- 
ing and the system of measures by 
some pursued, and to unfold with- 
out scruple or compassion, their 
obvious and unavoidable tendencies 
and effects. 

I. By some otherwise sound di- 
vines and exemplary ministers, a 
degree of importance is attached to 
the externals of Christianity, not 
much less fatal to genuine, spiritual 
piety, than the systematized formali- 
ty of the Romish Church. The ef- 
fects of baptism are so magnified, 
the value of confirmation so extol- 
ed, and the efficacy of the Lord’s 
Supper so exaggerated, that some 
parents seem to imagine that the 
graces of Christianity can as easily 
be put on their children at suitable 
ages, as the fashion of their clothes 
can be changed; and the deluded 
children, perhaps, at length, ima- 
gine that by these steps in religion 
they are as effectually prepared to 
come out Christians in due time, as 
to appear accomplished and ack- 
nowledged ladies or gentlemen.— 
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Periodical solemn acts of religion, 
can easily be magnified into the 
whole of it. And do not they who 
exalt the importance of these acts, 
at the same time they say little of 
deep, experimental, personal piety, 
contribute most fatally to the substi- 
tution of forms for real godliness? 
There are ministers, also, whose 
views of the sacerdotal office, of the 
divine efficacy of authorized minis- 
trations, of the transforming moral 
power of our appropriate services 
and unrivalled evangelical liturgy, 
sink very nearly to the level of the 
grossest ideas of the mediatorial and 
expiatory nature of divinely appoint- 
ed rites, performed by a divinely 
commissioned priesthood. Is no 
sense of superior sanctity or safety 
encouraged by an attachment to the 
one church, the one altar, and the 
sole ministry constituted or accre- 
dited of God? Isno imaginary, but 
unreal, and therefore dangerous ef- 
ficacy attached to prayer offered in 
a consecrated place, in the most 
proper attitude, and in the most ve- 
nerable, eloquent, and appropriate of 
all forms? Is he in no danger of 
withholding part of his trust in the 
merits of Christ, and part of his af- 
fections from God, who is over-zea- 
lous in tything the exactest measure 
of prescribed forms, attitudes, and 
dresses? None can prize more 
highly than I do the clearness and 
undisputed authenticity of our min- 
isterial commission; nor accord freer 
or more entire reverence and obe- 
dience to the rituals of an apostolic 
church. The question is not how 
ereat is the intrinsic value, in their 
proper places, of these most impor- 
tant external marks of a Christian 
church. The direct and plain ques- 
tion is, whether studied, proclaimed, 
and boasted regard for the external 
arrangements of the church; and 
endless and exaggerated eulogiums 
on the value of a divinely constituted 
ministry; and the open avowal of the 
sacramental and wonderful efficacy 
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of their ministrations, whatever be 
the baseness of their hypocrisy or 
the pollutions of their lives—whe- 
ther, in a word, expounding and en- 
forcing rubricks more earnestly than 
the laws of God, and extolling writ- 
ten prayers more frequently and elo- 
quently than a spirit of devotion, and 
exalting the official above the pious 
character of the minister, must not 
prove injurious to the young, the 
inexperienced, and unreflecting?— 
May not such ministrations encou- 
rage a pharisaic spirit, stupify awa- 
kening consciences, and seal over 
hearts to the deadliness and despe- 
ration of mere formalism? Butcan 
they—do they alarm the impenitent 
—teach heartfelt devotion to the 
praverless—stimulate lifeless and 
unfruitful professors, and effectually 
secure to Christ, a church and peo- 
ple without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, and pre-eminently distin- 
guished for their zeal for good 
works? 

To these questions let tender con- 
sciences, and evident facts, make 
reply. And may it be found less 
generally and fatally true than I fear, 
that essential truth in the particulars 
above stated, is capable of a very 
mischievous admixture with alarm- 
ing practical errors. 

II. The line which separates ex- 
ternally moral but really worldly and 
irreligious people, from serious and 
consistent Christians, is left so loose 
and ill defined in the preaching of 
some ministers, that few are likely 
to feel on which side of its broad de- 
markation they individually stand. 
To address any congregation, howe- 
ver small, as essentially a pious 
and Christian congregation, needing 
merely to be stimulated in a religi- 
ous course already commenced; to 
endeavour to mark no distinction be- 
tween the converted and uncunvert- 
ed, the nominal and real Christian, 
the decent worldling, and the exem- 
plary believer, is to reduce all in- 
quiring thoughts, and commencing 








religious serivusness, andalarms of 
conscience, to the same level of cold 
indifference; and to satisfy one with 
little, another with defective, and a 
third with no religion! 

Admit the benefits of baptism to 
be what you please, it is plainly im- 
possible to go into an assembly of 
baptized persons, and awaken the 
serious part of it to a grateful and 
dutiful sense of their privileges and 
obligations—or the indifferent and 
wordly part of it to a conviction of 
their sinful neglect, and awful peril, 
without drawing a line of such broad, 
palpable, and offensive discrimina- 
tion, as will place the assembly in 
two very Opposite classes; those who 
give evidence of possessing the spi- 
ritual part or thing signified by bap- 
t&m, and those who neither possess 
nor exhibit any such evidence. Such 
real difference does most unques- 
tionably exist. And the ends of the 
Christian ministry must be wretch- 
edly answered, where this line of se- 
paration is not so drawn as to give 
comfort, and add diligence to one 
class; and create alarm, sorrow, re- 
pentance, and hearty amendment in 
the other. 

Sometimes, but not very frequent- 
ly, it becomes necessary to insist 
that the religion of the cross, though 
very strict and self-denying, is yet 
by no means austere or morose; that 


‘Christian enjoyment of the bounties 


of Providence, and the blessings of 
life, when exactly regulated by the 
scriptures, and the dictates of a truly 
sanctified heart, is altogether the 
most rational and exquisite enjoy- 
ment which the imperfection of our 
state admits. But let ministers of 
some congregations, and of fashion- 
able cities, and wealthy parishes, 
beware how they pipe too constantly 
these sweet and enervating notes— 
let them take good heed lest lan- 
guage too loose or general, senti- 
ments too lax or compromising, be 
interpreted into an approval of all the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked 
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world! @Vith conscientious clergy- 
men so situated, the question should 
be, is there a strong tendency to fa- 
natical austerities, and morose, un- 
inviting monkish severity amongst 
professed Christians: or is not the 
tide of circumstances and popular 
sentiment sweeping fiercely and ru- 
inously in the clean contrary direc- 
tion, and carrying nearly every pro- 
fessor into censurable, dangerous, 
or criminal wordly conformity? And 
let him resolve, that no expressions 
or conduct of his shall add fury to 
the whirlpool, or devastation to the 
pestilence. 

To the same class of defective no- 
tions and pernicious errors, may be 
reduced the doctrine of acceptable 
if sincere, though manifestly imper- 
fect obedience. That the good 
works of Christians are in a certain 
sense entitled to reward, though en- 
tirely of grace, whilst at the same 
time no such good work is free from 
taint of sin, are mysterious but un- 
doubted truths. Yet to infer there- 
from, and systematically to teach, 
that the law of Christ is a mitigated 
law, or that good works can become 
matter of complacency or grounds 
of hope, is as unscriptural as it is 
pernicious. Weare as much bound 
to keep the commandments with a 


perfect heart, under the gospel of 


Christ, as under the law of Moses; 
and more so, for compared with 
Christ, Moses was the mediator of a 
carnal and imperfect covenant. ‘To 
no conscience, then, can the salvo 
be applied that the duties it enforced 
have been as perfectly performed as 
a lenient lawgiver expected, with- 
out direct peril to the soul, and gross 
dishonour to Christ. His merits 
come not in, according to the dreams 
of papists, and I fear of many others, 
to make up the deficiencies of our 
obedience. We are not saved part- 
ly by Christ, and partly by our good 
works. He is, and will de, a per- 
fect, complete Saviour, or he will 
ngt save at all. 
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But I forget it is not my present 
object to vindicate His honour, who 
is pledged to stand forth in the latter 
day himself, in glorious magesty, to 
assert it;—my immediate concern is 
to show, that a lowering, an accom- 
modation of a mitigated law to the 
convenience of imperfect and cor- 
rupt nature, can have no other ten- 
dency than to satisfy the hardheart- 
ed with no virtue, and even tender 
consciences with very scanty obe- 
dience. The whole scheme of me- 
ritorious, sincere, though imperfect 
obedience, is alike subversive of re- 
vealed religion, and that exalted e- 
vangelical purity and piety, to whose 
loftiest attainments the scriptures 
and reformed doctrines urge and ex- 
cite the really renewed children of 
God. 

III. Defective views are danger- 
ous and mischievous in proportion 
to the vital importance, and experi- 
mental influence of the doctrines to 
which they relate. And surely no 
doctrines can more justly claim to 
be considered fundamental and prac- 
tically influential, than those which 
appertain to a new birth from sin 
unto righteousness, and stand inti- 
mately and necessarily connected 
with conversion and sanctification. 
Yet of the system of doctrine held 
and unfolded by some clergymen, 
the leading and fatal defect runs in 
this very direction; and effectually 
saps and undermines the experimen- 
tal influence of religion as an indi- 
vidual and a heart concern. Little 
fault, perhaps, can be found with 
the general orthodoxy of their a- 
vowed creed. For they profess to 
admit not merely the sinfulness 
which required atonement and needs 
forgiveness, but in some general 
and undefined manner, the corrup- 
tion and depravity also, which de- 
mand aradical change. They ad- 
mit the personality, and believe in 
the influences of the Holy Ghost, 
as the sanctifier and comforter of 
the people of God. But listen to 
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the more full and particular devel- 
opement of this orthodox creed, and 
draw out its professors into explana- 
tions, negative definitions, and the 
persenal practical application of its 
various parts, and you will be as- 
tonished at the contradictions which 
will soon be made apparent. You 
shall then hear the misty, senseless 
dreams of the Pelagian defended, 
who holds to no sort of original sin, 
which can make the living heirs of 
corruption groan, however much it 
might have burdened Adam _ the 
brief moment between his fall and 
the promise of his restoration; you 
shall hear of corruption which is na- 
tive because born with us, yet not 
native because done away by Christ 
and washed effectually out, in the 
lavar of baptism or regeneration— 
which is original in the language of 
the Church, yet not original in eve- 
ry individual, since under the cove- 
nant of grace, children are more in- 


‘. ¥ clined to virtue and religion than the 


‘reverse; you shall hear of depravity 
whith is extreme only in murderers, 
swindlers, and Sabbath-breakers, 
who ajone need any proper conver- 
sion—of depravity which is univer- 
sal, yet not total, contaminating all, 
but endangering none but the unbap- 
tized and the obstinately abandoned 
—of the dignity of human nature, 
whose unshorn or renovated lustre, 
is worthy highest eulogiums, and 
yet amongst most Christians, of hy- 
pocrisy, insincerity, and cant more 
base and hateful than grossest vices; 
you shall hear irreligious men de- 
fended and pious men abused—the 
unsullied condition of man extolled, 
and all his professions and motives 
suspected—of men uncontaminate 
in the gross, but unutterably base in 
the detail, and worst of all, if making 
religion, more seriously than others, 
the object of life. In this melancho- 
ly cross-examination what else can 
be discovered? You shall hear bap- 
tism called regeneration, by which 
neither conversion nor renovation 
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is meant, and which still seeme to be 
considered as the only change of 
heart of which men are capable in 
this life; you shall hear of the natural 
efficacy of means of grace, whilst all 
good gifts are still said to come only 
from above; of the influences of the 
Spirit renewing those day by day, 
who have neither first been forgiven, 
nor justified, nor spiritually born 
again; you shall hear individual reno- 
vations admitted, and the multipli- 
cation of them denied—one man’s 
becoming pious acknowledged, but 
revivals of religion, or the concur- 
ring renovation of many, ridiculed 
and opposed; you shall hear scrip- 
tural notions of the operations of the 
Spirit maintained, and scriptural 
evidences and effects of them held 
in high derision. Now if these 
facts, in the examination of any 
creed, or style of preaching are 
made to appear, it will be in vain 
to avow general orthodoxy of senti- 
ment, or to claim to be considered 
as evangelical teachers; for it is per- 
fectly manifest, that if original sin, 
native depravity, and actual guilt, 
are not charged home upon individu- 
al hearers, whether baptised or not, 
the ends of awakening ministrations 
cannot possibly be secured;—that 
if you speak crudely, or mystically, 
or any way obscurely of the neces- 
sity of having renovation or an effec- 
tual renewal of the heart, a cloud is 
spread over the very entrance of 
a truly religious course, and the 
gate at the opening of the heavenly 
way is either concealed or closed;— 
and that if you speak of the influen- 
ces of the Spirit, as of mere moral 
causes of common operation, carry- 
ing on the work of sanctification be- 
fore the work of repentance on the 
part of the sinner, or the work of re- 
novation by the Spirit is effectually. 
done, you merely apply a sweet oint- 
ment, and a concealing patch, to a 
wound of awful depth, and mortal 
virulence. 

For from the whole tenor of scrip- 
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ture it manifestly appears, that no 
object in life, not even life itself, is 
so important as the safety of the soul; 
and that its salvation can be secured 
only by that moral change and spiri- 
tual renovation provided for and ef- 
fected by the grace of the life-giving 
gospel. If, then, we never live for 
the purposes for which existence is 
lent us, nor apply the remedy of our 
lost condition, by the death and me- 
diation of Christ effectually provid- 
ed, until we become partakers of a 
new, regenerate, sanctified nature, 
a death unto sin and a new life unto 
righteousness, how dangerous, how 
destructive in their tendency must 
be the ministrations of that clergy- 
man, whose great effort, in public 
and private, seems to be, to sooth 
the anxious fears of agitated sinners, 
to allay the mustering alarms of ten- 
der consciences, and to lull with sy- 
ren assurances of peace—peace, 
when there is no peace, into the same 
unbroken slumber, every member 
of his deceived and ruined flock? 
Deadly enough is the apathy of the 
soul, and profound and fatal enough 
the sleep of sinners, after the most 
awakening measures have been ta- 
ken to arouse them to a sense of 
danger. How treacherous, how fear- 
fully ruinous to immortal souls must 
it then be, not only to inherit this 
apathy,.and to breath such a tainted 
and enchanted atmosphere as serves 
most fatally to deepen and prolong 
the sleep of sin, but also to be lulled 
into a more unsuspecting and pro- 
found security by the very means 
chiefly ordained of God to chase 
away these delusive slumbers, and 
to awaken sinners to righteousness! 
If the conversation, example, and 
preaching of the appointed ministers 
of Christ, so far from constraining 
sinners to fly to him, act as a quie- 
tus on their unsuspecting and de- 
ceitful hearts, how universally must 
irreligion abound; and how rife and 
desolating must the moral pestilence 
become, when even the priests, the 








ministers of the Lord are seized with 
it, and are numbered with the dying, 
instead of standing in their lot be- 
tween the living and the dead ! 

Such, in the mere eye of reason, 
is the aspect of a creed generally or- 
thodox, but so adulterated by erro- 
neous exposition, and lowered to ac- 
commodate the worldly views of ir- 
religious minds, as to fail in its prac- 
tical application, of producing any 
considerable measure of the effect 
which was intended by Heaven in 
the gilt of the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God. But it is not as a sys- 
tem contradictory in itself, and op- 
posed to scripture and the avowed 
doctrines of the reformed churches, 
that I object to it. With mere sys- 
tems I have no controversy; such 
dreams may, in themselves, be as 
worthless as the paper which is blot- 
ted intheir defence! Ideal schemes 
of faith are as empty trash, as any 
other mere speculations. It is the 
effect of such preaching and minis- 
trations as are above described, 
which I deprecate and deplore.— 
The matter of fact ministerial cha- 
racter, as exemplified by some cler- 
gymen, and the obvious avowed 
state of their parishes and people, 
are the evils of which I complain, 
and to whose alarming extent and 
fearful consequences, I would glad- 
ly, were it in my power, awaken the 
guardians and the friends of our 
church. 

Is it not notorious matter of fact, 
then, that some otherwise exempla- 
ry men, laborious parish priests, and 
even over-sedate and rather sancti- 
monious ministers, in the midst of 
much commendable zeal and exer- 
tion, are never found labouring to 
awaken their people to a sense of 
the misery of man by reason of sin 
—are never detected in enforcing 
the obligations of the most strict and 
exalted piety,—and never by any 
chance, caught in the act of exhort- 
ing, entreating, and persuading their 
people, in season and out of season, 
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to escape from the coming wrath, 
and to work out their salvation with 
fear and trembling? Are there none 
who labour and study to keep their 
people quiet, lest whilst others are 
making religion the great business of 
their lives, some of their own dear 
flocks should be infected, and fall 
into the fatal error of being righte- 
ous over much? I ask the question 
of those who know facts, and can 
put their fingers on no very rare or 
obscure examples; and then I ask, 
whether such a state of things does 
not prove that orthodox Christianity 
is no more practically beneficial un- 
der such ministrations, than the most 
erroneous creed, and that a validly 
commissioned clergy of this charac- 
ter, is even more dangerous to souls 
than an unauthorized ministry, or no 
ministry at all? 

If the effects of defective views of 
Christianity, as the religion of the 
heart, are discernable in the very 
priest who ministers at the altar; 
how much more may we calculate 
upon detecting the poison in the pro- 
fessors who kneel around it! If the 
difference between them and others, 
is the bare profession which they 
have made—and the mere partici- 
pation of the privileges to which it 
admits them, their influence and ex- 
ample can neither be more salutary, 
nor their spiritual condition more 
safe, than those of heartless moral- 
ists, who stand proudly aloof from 
all religious pretensions. And are 
there no parishes whose communi- 
cants differ only from other persons, 
in the naked circumstance of being 
communicants—who are neither less 
worldly, nor more religious than 
their neighbours? In such parishes 
do the people of God come out from 
the world and hold themselves sepa- 
rate? Do they abstain from idle, 
censurable, and dangerous amuse- 
ments? Do they devote themselves 
wholly to good works, to prayers, 
and alms-deeds, and do they show in 
life and conversation, that they have 
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been with Jesus, and have learnt of 
him? If not, if the transforming and 
glorious gospel of the Lord Jesus 
fails to make men better, more holy, 
more prayerful, more heavenly min- 
ded, more expressly and conspicu- 
ously religious, some how, or in 
some hands, it has lost its essential 


character and saving power! 


To facts do I still further appeal 
in proof of the ruinous and fatal ten- 
dency of the ministrations above de- 
scribed, as evinced in the general 
religious state of those parishes, 
where no other has, for a long pe- 
riod, been enjoyed. In their exter- 
nal affairs such parishes may possi- 
bly be, though most certainly they 
are not generally, flourishing and 
prosperous. But, alas, in spiritual 
respects, they are dead, twice dead, 
and plucked up by the roots! You 
witness no lively interest in devotion- 
al exercises, no eagerness of desire 
for the bread of life, no deadness to 
the world, no spirituality of mind— 
none of the more cheering evidences 
of a prosperous estate of piety— 
none of the fruits of the Spirit, which 
abound where true religion abounds, 
to the glory of God the Father.— 
But prayer is neglected in families 
and in the closet, the ranks of pro- 
fessed believers are thinned, the al- 
tar of Christ is nearly deserted, the 
hearts of the pious are heavy and 
sad within them; and the wicked— 
the praverless—and the scoffer, are 
uprebuked, unawakened, unconvert- 
ed! 

Oh that the real friends of Christ 
would ¢a/k less of the moral deso- 
lation, misery and ruin, laid naked in 
these too correct delineations! Oh 
that they would at length lay them 
to heart, and under the feeling of 
commiseration and alarin, thus pow- 
erfully excited—repair to a throne 
of grace in earnest, persevering and 
most importunate prayer, that all the 
ministers at our altars may preach 
the pure gospel of Christ, and the 
people receive it in its love, and 


. 
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bring forth its fruits abundantly to 
the glory of His grace, who has call- 
ed them to sanctification of the spirit 
through belief of the truth! 

A C—n. 





To the Editor of the Repertory. 
Rev. Sir, 

No object is more calculated 
to produce solemn and melancholy 
reflections than a pile of venerable 
ruins, displaying the sad remains of 
departed magnificence and gran- 
deur, and recalling to our remem- 
brance the days of former times.— 
When the desolating ravages of war 
have leveled the stately edifice, or 
the rude hand of time has interwo- 
ven the decayed turrets of some an- 
cient castle with entwining ivy, 
though in the former instance we 
may utter an exclamation of horror 
against the authors of such an out- 
rage; or in the latter, deplore the 
unsparing waste of centuries, still it 
is some satisfaction that no accusa- 
tions of conscience, nor any feelings 
of self-reproach are intermingled 
with such sentiments. But can we 
entirely acquit ourselves of blame, 
when we behold in almost -every 
section of this highly privileged 
country, (more especially in the 
states of Virginia and Maryland) 
numerous Christian temples, sancti- 
fied to the services of religion by 
the former generation, consigned to 
desolation, not by the decay of cen- 
turies, nor by a hostile army, but by 
the paralyzing lukewarmness and 
neglect of their descendants. Who 
that possesses any degree of reli- 
gious sensibility, can observe the 
dilapidated walls of so many sanctu- 
aries, 

“Where piety her beautiful branches 


spread, 

And the full Organ pour’d his various 
sounds 

Harmonious; joyful anthems swelling 


rose 


From ‘ee tongues, wafting the 
sou 
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With holy transport to celestial climes, 
Immingling with the blest angelic choirs 
Ecstatic. See the relics of the fane, 
The monuments of hoary piety 

Still venerable with its shatter’d walls 
Majestic in its ruins.” 


Who, I say, can witness such scenes, 
and not feel in some degree involv- 
ed in the guilt of suffering so stri- 
king a contrast between the piety of 
those who erected these sacred edi- 
fices, and the culpable indifference 
which permits them to moulder in 
the dust? It is the observation of 
one of our most distinguished Dio- 
cesans, that he usually forms an 
estimate of the state of religion in 
a parish by the condition of the 
Church, and that he has generally 
found it a tolerably correct criterion. 
By this standard of judging, in what 
a deplorable situation must society 
appear in many parts of these states. 
A journey through the Northern 
neck of Virginia, or on the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland, presents the 
dreadful spectacle of dilapidated 
Churches in all the different grada- 
tions of decay, from the commence- 
ment of its ravages (where a trifling 
expense would arrest its progress) 
to a complete state of destruction, 
in which nothing but the bare walls 
remain standing, and in some cases 
even where the ruins can with diffi- 
culty be traced in the dust. Many 
instances might be produced of 
tabernacles once splendid and sump- 
tuous, but now polluted and defiled, 
agreeably to the striking description 
of Dyer: 


‘Whose rugged walls the ivy creeps, 

And with her arms from falling keeps— 

’Tis now the raven’s bleak abode, 

*Tis now the apartment of the toad; 

And there the fox securely feeds, 

And there the pois’nous adder breeds, 

Conceal’d in ruins, moss, and weeds, 

While ever and anon there falls 

Huge heaps of shatter’d, crumbling 
walls.” 


Humiliating and painful as this pa- 
thetic description may appear, it 
cannot only be applied in an individ- 
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ual instance, but it may with propri- 
ety be inquired, where does not 
this eyesore disgrace and deform 
the scenery. Yes, sir, even that sa- 
cred edifice, the privileged sanctua- 
ry of the Father of his country, the 
Liberator of these United States, 
from which the devotions of the im- 
mortal Washington ascended to the 
Throne of Grace, and the incense of 
gratitude to that God who so often 
crowned him with victorious laurels 
was so frequently offered at its pi- 
ous shrine; yes, even Poheek 
Church is allowed to swell the num- 
ber of dilapidated temples, and 
while splendid cenotaphs, magnifi- 
cent mausoleums, and towering 
monuments, either completed. or 
projected to evince a nation’s grati- 
tude for departed valour and worth, 
are raising their cloudcapt pinna- 
cles to the skies, this House of God 
is devoted a prey to the devouring 
ravages of time. Frequently have 
I been arrested on my journey by 
this melancholy spectacle, and after 
dismounting from my carriage, have 
entered the widely expanded doors 
of that venerable sanctuary, creak- 
ing their harsh murmurs as if in re- 
proach of the profane neglect so 
awfully displayed, and after entering 
the pew once occupied by Wash- 
ington, the great and the good, and 
whose name is engraved on the 
door, impressed with the most pro- 
found veneration, I have reflected 
that if departed spirits are permitted 
to indulge in feelings excited by 
earthly reminiscences, perhaps he 
sometimes laments the gradual ruin 
of that Church in which his orisons 
had been so repeatedly performed. 
We have triumphed in demonstra- 
ting to the world, that republicans 
are not ungrateful, and our trophies 
are not only engraved on the tombs 
of the deceased, but have been dis- 
played with equal liberality to the 
surviving warriors of the Revolu- 
tion; but can we be fully acquitted 
of this atrocious charge, whilst 
VOL. 8.0No. 3.14, 
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(though honouring the streams) we 
forget to render homage to the 
Jountain whence they flow; whilst, 
rewarding the servants, we neglect 
what is due tothe Master; whilst 
eulogizing the instruments, we dis- 
regard the Being by whose authori- 
ty they acted, and to whose aid they 
were indebted for all their successes, 
acknowledging his benevolence in 
the language of the Psalmist, “Bles- 
sed be God who teacheth my hands 
to war and my fingers to fight.”’>— 
On the contrary, is it not an act of 
justice to devote a part of those 
means, so liberally afforded by our 
Heavenly Father to preserve his 
temples from utter destruction? As 
the case alluded to in the enclosed 
address, is precisely similar to nu- 
merous others, I conceive it my du- 
ty to lay before your readers, in 
conjunction with that eloquent com- 
position, the circumstances which 
have contributed to produce it, and 
the claims which it presents to pub- 
lic patronage, and I feel confident 
that you will readily afford your en- 
couragement to a more general cir- 
culation of our case, by giving this 
statement a place in your widely- 
diffused Miscellany. When I re- 
moved to St. George’s and Havre- 
de-Grace parishes, in January last, 
I was informed that there had for- 
merly been a chapel near Deer 
Creek in the former parish, but 
that it had gone completely to ruins. 
Conceiving it my duty to regard 
every thing connected with my 
charge, aS requiring the most seri- 
ous attention, I determined to visit 
the neighbourhood referred to, and 
ascertain the real condition of the 
premises. I accordingly made an 
appointment to preach there on 
Monday, in Whitsun-week, when I 
also enjoyed the pleasure of meet- 
ing the Rev. J. R. Keech, who has 
rendered all the aid in his power, to 
promote the desirable object of re- 
suscitating the dilapidated Church, 








and to whom I desire thus publicly 
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to express my warmest acknow- 
ledgments. We found the building 
so complete a ruin, that nothing re- 
mained to designate its place, but a 
part of the shattered walls. Under 
some spreading oaks in the grave 
yard, our religious services were 
performed to a numerous and atten- 
tive congregation; after which an 
appeal was immediately made to 
the people on the subject of re- 
erecting the decayed temple; nor 
did it prove fruitless; the spark of 
pious attachment to that form of 
worship used by their forefathers, 
whose remains lay mouldering un- 
der the sod on which we stood, was 
not extinguished; our prayers were 
heard, and the lambent flame of 
Christian zeal was rekindled, and 
whilst we ardently recommended 
the cause of God and his Church, a 
responsive chord vibrated in many 
hearts. Those who felt desirous to 
aid in the accomplishment of our 
object, were invited to repair to the 
ruins; a considerable number of 
gentlemen immediately accompani- 
ed us, and after exploring them a- 
mongst a profuse mixture of brick- 
bats and weeds, it was resolved to 
commence a subscription for the 
erection of a Church ona smaller 
scale. About 400 dollars were sub- 
scribed on the spot, and additional 
subscribers in the neighbourhood, 
afterwards increased the amount to 
upwards of 500. Whenit is under- 
stood that the number of Episcopal 
families in the vicinity is but small, 
and they not in affluent circumstan- 
ces, the amount so promptly con- 
tributed, must be considered as an 
evidence of the warm interest, and 
generous liberality displayed on the 
occasion. But they had gone to 
the extent of their means, and not 
half the sum required, had been 
raised, though aided by the contri- 
butions of several members of other 
denominations, who nobly laid aside 
sectarian feelings, for the exercise 
of Christian benevolence. Two gen- 
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tlemen who had assiduously exerted 
their efforts for the promotion of 
this affair, determined to make an 
appeal to the friends of religion in 
Baltimore; nor was their application 
met (though made at a season of 
commercial distress) with cold and 
repulsive excuses; on the contrary, 
their success exceeded their expec- 
tations, and an addition of more than 
200 dollars to their list rewarded 
their exertions, and redounded to 
the honour of those philanthropic 
individuals, whose benevolence was 
not contracted by the cold calcula- 
tions of personal connection or pri- 
vate interest, but who acted on that 
broad basis of virtuous charity, con- 
tained in the maxim of a Heathen 
sage, breathing almost a Christian 
Spirit; “Homo sum; humani nihil a 
me alienum puto.’”’* The accompa- 
nying address, composed by one of 
the applicants referred to, appeared 
shortly afterwards in the public pa- 
pers; and I need not add, that the 
simplicity of diction and pathos of 
sentiment exhibited throughout, will 
present a sufficiently powerful re- 
commendation to its speedy inser- 
tion on your pages, by which the 
subject recommended, will become 
more extensively known, and pro- 
portionably encouraged. I feel less 
hesitation in making this request, as 
a compliance with it will have a 
tendency to bring the state of our 
country Churches in a more tangi- 
ble form before a generous public. 
A few hundred dollars more are re- 
quired to complete our purpose; 
and shall the want of a small sum 
varalyze all our efforts, and blast all 
our prospects? God forbid! it can- 
not, it will not be. The friends of 
humanity and religion will send in 
the streams of their bounty, till our 
channel is filled, and the river over- 
flows. Then again shall the prai- 


* Iam a man, and I regard every 
thing connected with mankind, as an ob- 
ject peculiarly interesting to me. 
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ses of Jehovah resound in the aisles 
of St. George’s chapel, and the de- 
vout prayers of the attending wor- 
shippers shall bring down the choic- 
est of Heaven’s blessings on the 
heads of their benefactors, to whom 
they will thus be indebted for the 
renewed services of the sanctuary. 
But we look still farther; public at- 
tention will be roused, by the case 
here exhibited, to the waste places 
ofour Zion; and when it shall appear 
that half a dozen Episcopalians, aid- 
ed by the beneficence of a few 
friends, have succeeded in resusci- 
tating a ruined temple, others will 
be provoked to similar good works. 
O that there were a Haggai among 
us, to proclaim with words of fire, 
the dreadful ingratitude of Chris- 
tians, “*Who run every man to his 
own house, while the house of the 
Lord lies waste. Who dwell in 
ceiled habitations, while so many 
Churches are roofless.”” God grant 
that the exertions of our Theologi- 
cal Schools and Education Socie- 
ties, so landably employed in pre- 
paring the messengers of truth to 
sound the Gospel trumpet, may be 
succeeded by general and simulta- 
neous efforts, to repair the moulder- 
ing temples for their reception; then 
shall Zion once more raise her 
drooping head, and glad hosannahs 
resound through all her dwellings, 
in sacred pzeans of joy and triumph. 
Yours respectfully, 
J. REYNOLDS. 
Havre-de-Grace, 
Aug. 9th, 1826. ‘ 


A VOICE FROM THE RUINS OF ST. 
GEORGE’S CHAPEL! 


This ancient and once celebrated 
Church is situated near Deer Creek, 
at a place called the Zraf, distant a 
mile from Priestford Bridge. 

Thronged and flourishing as it for- 
merly was, the pride of the neigh- 
bourhood, an honour to the county, 
and an ornament to the Protestant 








Episcopal Church, it has been suffer- 
ed, for the want of timely repairs and 
fostering care, to sink into a state of 
dilapidation. The destroying hard 
of Time which has cut down the 
generation that preceded us, has been 
equally unsparing of the consecrated 
roof under which they were wont to 
assemble whilst living, to offer up 
the homage of their devotion to the 
Most High. 

Those holy and venerable walls 
which have so often reverberated the 
Gospel Truths, resounded the 
solemn chant of the Redeemer’s 
praise, and re-echoed withthe hymns 
and prayers of those who now sleep 
beneath the sod which their own 
footsteps had smoothed and hallow- 
ed, present the dreary, melancholy 
spectacle, in a Christian country, ofa 
Christian Temple in ruins! Where 
thousands of grateful voices were 
accustomed to rise in fervent respon- 
ses to Heaven,—no tongue now 
speaks, and nothing is heard, from 
Sabbath to Sabbath, but the mur- 
muring of the breeze through some 
aged and declining oaks that are yet 
standing,—the only shelter that re- 
mains.--This tumbling pile, those 
fallen arches and scattered frag- 
ments, surrounded by unhonoured 
and neglected groves of the pious 
forefathers of many of the dwellers 
in Harford, serve only as a sad me- 
morial of expiring zeal for religion 
and a monument of reproach to the 
living, by whom their departed an- 
cestors and friends would seem to 
have been almost forgotten, and their 
lonely resting place and sanctuary 
abandoned to cheerless waste and 
desolation! : 

An earnest effort is making to 
raise a fund for erecting a new 
building, of smaller dimensions, up- 
on the site of the old one. Much 
has already beendone towards effect- 
ing the object; and the little that is 
yet lacking to justify the commence- 
ment of the work and. ensure its 
completion, will, itis hoped, very 
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goon be made up by voluntary offer- 
ing. 
‘in aid of this laudable undertak- 
ing, we venture to appeal to those 
who, on similar occasions, have free- 
ly asked and freely received; to all 
those who feel a lively interest in the 
cause of religion and the general 
dissemination of Gospel instruction 
among the rising generation; and in 
particular to the descendants of Epis- 
copalians, and to the liberality of such 
as having shared largely of the boun- 
ties of Providence, can well afford to 
spare something for the restoration 
of a Tabernacle to the Lord,—-some- 
thing towards the rebuilding of a 
house to the service and glory of the 
Divine Author of all the blessings 
they are permitted to enjoy. 

Several worthy and respected 
citizens of Baltimore have recently 
lent a helping hand, and their bene- 
volent assistance is enhanced by the 
cheerfulness with which it has been 
tendered. Much of it has been de- 
rived from the munificence of Zsaac 
M’ Kim, and Bosley, Esgrs. and the 
liberality of Thomas Tenant, J. J. 
Cohen, Jr. Wm. Gibson, and Robert 
Oliver, Esgrs. We trust those 
gentlemen will pardon us, for thus 
mentioning their names, but such 
acts of disinterested generosity as 
theirs have been, deserve to be par- 
ticularly acknowledged and remem- 
bered by an obliged community. 
When the collections shall have been 
completed, a list of the contributors 
will be published entire. 

Donations for the above object 
may be made to the Rev. Mr. Rey- 
nolds,—the Rev. Mr. Keech,—the 
Rev. Dr. Wyatt,—Mr. Thomas A. 
Hays,—Mr. James W. Williams 
and Mr. Edward M. Chew. 


= 
THE LATE Mrs, KEMP. 


Our pious readers wil no doubt 
be pleased with the sentiments, in- 
spired by our holy religion, expres- 
sed in the following letters, inter- 
changed between the Bishop of Ma- 
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ryland and one of his Clergy, on the 
late melancholy event of the death of 
Mrs. Kemp. The practical influ- 
ence of religion upon its professors, 
is, after all, the only criterion by 
which to judge of its genuine exis- 
tence inthe heart. Christians should 
ever bear in mind the important du- 
ty of exhibiting to the world, in those 
afflictive scenes in which all must 
bear their part, the happy effects of 
that faith which is “the substance of 
things hoped for—the evidence of 
things not seen.” They should 
endeavour to magnify the glorious 
gospel of the Son of God, in 
bearing their unequivocal testimony 
of its power to make a dying bed 
tranquil and happy, and to sup- 
port the afflicted and bereaved rela- 
tives with the rich consolations of 
a hope founded upon the death and 
resurrection of their Redeemer, full 
of immortality. The want of-this 
more general and frequent evidence 
among the disciples of the cross at 
the present day, greatly tends to les- 
sen the constraining influence which 
religion would otherwise possess and 
exercise over the minds of most men. 

The hour of affliction and death, 
when all earthly things prove insuf- 
ficient and powerless to impart con- 
solation and joy to the lacerated bo- 
som of sorrow and suffering, is the 
period to test the real value of true 
religion, and establish its superior 
claims, over all systems of vain phi- 
losophy, to the attention and favou- 
rable regard of mankind... Let Chris- 
tians, then, ever bear in mind, when 
they feel the chastening rod of their 
divine Master, that it ill becomes 
them to murmur and repine; but 
cheerfully to bow in humble sub- 
mission to the will of Heaven—drink 
the cup of bitterness presented to 
their lips, with meek resignation to 
Him who has told them that “he does 
not willingly afflict the children of 
men: but for their profit”—and thus 
by patiently enduring the trials inse- 
parably connected with their mortal 
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pilgrimage, receive in the end a 
crown of life that fadeth not away. 
[ Ed. 


Aveoust 25, 1826. 
Right Rev. and dear Sir: 

After an absence of a week from 
home, I embrace the earliest mo- 
ment to offer you my singpre’condo- 
lence on the recent melancholy event 
with which it has pleased Divine 
Providence to afflict you. The se- 
paration and final removal by the 
hand of death, of one tenderly be- 
loved on account of her personal 
worth, and the possession of many 
Christian virtues, and withal, en- 
deared to you by those ties of fond 
affection which in that sacred union 
which constitutes two persons one 
flesh, cemented your hearts in one, 
must, I am well persuaded, create 
in the bosom of every fond and faith- 
ful husband, poignant feelings of 
grief, which no language can des- 
cribe. 

The disruption of ties so sacred, 
and in your case, so closely drawn 
by the reciprocation with your 
departed companion, of the kind- 
est and best feelings of your na- 
ture for so many years, can be 
compared to nothing, more striking- 
ly illustrative of the painful event 
you have experienced, than the vio- 
lent rending of the chords of the 
heart. 

But while it is permitted you to 
shed the tear of affectionate remem- 
brance over the grave of ber whom 
you loved, the words of the Apostle 
will no doubt soothe your aching 
heart, and comfort your sorrowing 
mind—*“that ye sorrow not, even as 
others, which have no hope. For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them alsowhich sleep 
in Jesus, will God bring with him.” 
When you call to mind her increas- 
ing years, her long protracted suf- 
ferings, and in the course of divine 
providence, the certainty of her al- 
lotted period in this world being 
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near its close, and fist “there re- 
mains a rest for the people of God,” 
you will, I doubt not, bow in humble 
submission to the will of Heaven, 
and rather rejoice that it hath pleas- 
ed the Father of all mercies to re- 
move her from this scene of pain 
and suffering, to mansions of unut- 
terable bliss, there to await your 
coming, to join her in the presence 
of God your Saviour, to part no 
more for ever. May you and your 
children in this the day of your vi- 
sitation and bereavement, have the 
abundant consolations of the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
through sanctification of the Spirit, 
be rendered more and more meet 
for the inheritance of the saints in 
light, so that at the last, you may 
finish your course with joy, and all 
meet at the.right hand of the Father, 
to dwell together through the count- 
less ages of eternity. Be pleased to 
accept this in token of my regard 
and Christian sympathy, and believe 
me to remain, 
Very sincerely yours, 
In the bonds of the Gospel. 

Bishop Kemp. _-— 

Baltimore, Aug, 29, 1826. 
REv. AND DEAR SIR: 

Your kind letter came to hand 
yesterday, and was received with 
sentiments of much gratification. 

To rejoice with them that do re- 
joice, and weep with them that 
weep, is surely a proof of high 
Christian affection. My loss is no 
cominon one. My beloved wife 
was everything to me; but the > 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 
away, and I trust I shall ever be 
preparéd to say, blessed be the 
name of the Lord. Indeed my con- 
solations from him on this occasion, 
have been great. I have never ri- 
sen from prayer, without the most 
lively sense of divine comfort and 
strength, and while the hand that 
chastizes, still supports, we shall be 
equal to any thing. 
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Receive for yourself and your 
dear family, my most affectionate 
regard. 

I am, 
Your Brother in Christ, 
(Signed) JAMES KEMP. 


RELIGION. 

Religion in a female secures all 
her interests. It graces her charac- 
ter, promotes her peace, endears her 
friendship, secures esteem, and adds 
a dignity and a worth indescribable, 
to all her deeds. How sweet! when 
the mistress of a family is the hand- 
maid of the Lord—when the mother 
of children is an example of piety— 
when the wife of the bosom is es- 
poused to the Redeemer! how desi- 
rable that the daughter be a chaste 
virgin to Christ! that the sister lean 
on his arm, who sticketh closer than 
a brother! that the songsters of the 
temple belongto the heavenly choir! 
How pleasant, when the absent hus- 
band can think of home, and reflect 
that angels watch the place, that they 
guard the interest and health of his 
heaven-born companion and the 
children of the covenant! When 
about to leave her a widow, and com- 
mit to her exclusive care his helpless 
offspring, how consoling, if her 
character is such that she can lean 
on the widow’s God, and put her 
children under the guardianship of 
Him, who is the Father of the father- 
less! Then he quits the world calm 
and happy, supported by the hope, 
that he shall meet them all in hea- 
ven. 

Religion has a peculiar sweetness, 
when it mingles with the modest 
softness of the female character. 
So the dew-drop borrows odour and 
colour from the rose. 

Females need the comforts, the 
hopes and the prospects of religion, 
more if possible, than the other sex. 
Subjected to the trials of disobedi- 
ence, and the weakness of a feebler 
constitution, their state when raised 


BISHOP CROES’ ADDRESS. 











OUT. 


by improvement, and propped with 
Christian consolations, is still a state 
of subjection and pain. Suppose 
one of your number yoked to a hus- 
band of acid temper, and the prey of 
disappointment and disease, where, 
but from Heaven, does there dawn 
upon her one beam of light. But, 
if she Canlook upward and descry 
a place of rest when the toils of life 
are finished—a home where she may 
be happy, a friend who will ever be 
kind, and a nature raised above fa- 
tigue, and pain and death—then, 
while the pains of living are softened 
by the hope of dying, and earth blot- 
ted out by the glories of heaven, she 
can exercise patience and submis- 
sion, till the time appointed for her 
release. Thus religion fills the cup 
with pleasure, that was ful! of gall; 
converts the veriest hovel into a 
palace, and adapting the spirit to its 
lodgment, makes it happy. Thus 
the hope of heaven, if that hope be 
a dream, smooths her passage to the 
tomb, renders religion essential to 
her happiness. 


GEN. THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
BISHOP CROES’ ADDRESS. 

It is natural for Episcopalians to 
regard with the liveliest interest and 
the most wakeful anxiety the charac- 
ter and influence of that conspicuous 
public institution which c/aims the 
exclusive righ¢ of fitting for the ser- 
vice of al/ our altars their future 
guardians and ministers. The man- 
ner in which that claim has arisen, 
and the temper with which it is still 
maintained and enforced, ripen this 
anxiety half way in suspicions and 
painful jealousies. And the friends 
and promoters of an assumption so 
new and unauthorized, must expect 
that the measures and productions 
of this impferatively General Semi- 
nary will be subjected to the closest 
scrutiny. We are of the number of 
those who have suffered no oppor- 
tunity or means to escape us, of 














1826. BISHOP CROES’ ADDRESS. iis 


forming a dispassionate opinion of 
the claims, in point of advantages 
inteilectual and religious, which that 
institution may fairly assert to the 
approbation and patronage of every 
Diocess in the country. It has 
given us lively and undissembled 
pleasure to confer our tribute of 
praise where we conceive it has been 
due. Of the productions of some of 
its Professors we have already spoken 
in cheerful commendation. The 
work of Professor Verfilanck pos- 
sesses uncommon merits; and 
though as a general treatise on the 
evidences of Christianity, it can never 
come into popular use, yet by phi- 
losophic and more accurate exam- 
iners it will be pronounced to possess 
merits of singular interest and 
originality. We hope, some time 
not very far distant, to notice it ina 
manner more worthy of its excel- 
lencies. 

In the same spirit of ready praise 
we admitted. the critical merits of 
Professor Zurner’s Notes on Ro- 
mans. But with the object of the 
present remarks it better comports 
to express our undissembled de- 
light at the perusal of his accom- 
panying address to aspirants for 
Holy Orders. Its good sense is far 
outweighed, in our minds, by its 
humble and pious strains. Itseems 
to be written by a warmhearted fol- 
lower of Jesus, in the fulness of re- 
ligious concern for the devotional, 
as well as literary improvement of 
His future ministers. 

We are sorry—extremely sorry to 
add, that of this we find no like, evi- 
dence in the communications or ad- 
dresses of any of its right reverend 
trustees and patrons. As far as we 
can recall to mind, the substance of 
all the former Addresses were utter- 
ly destitute of that pious breathing of 
the soul, for the descent of the Holy 
Spirit on the young gentlemen about 
to enter into Holy Orders, which, as 
it seems to us, ought to be the first, 


as well as the warmest wish of our | 








right reverend fathers in God; not 
only cherished in the secrecy of 
prayer, but uttered also in the so- 
lemnity of pious advice, and the fer- 
vour of apostolic benedictions. The 
character of past performances how- 
ever it is not the office of our pen too 
strictly to investigate. 

What are the merits, in these 
most interesting and important re- 
spects, of Bishop Croes’ Address, at 
the recent examination? 

We are grieved to say that no 
shadow of improvement is manifest. 
The composition, indeed, is not a 
little more accurate and chaste. 
But a sense of mere icy coldness is 
the only impression derived from its 
more glossy smoothness. Nothing 
can be more heartless and chilling. 

From the announcement of his 
first division, a ray of light seemed 
to be emitted, and we began to flat- 
ter ourselves that its discussion 
would yield a little genial warmth. 
Its opening sentiments have, in fact, 
a show of official dignity, and cor- 
rect general Christianity. But we 
look in vain for the unfolding of more 
cheering and _ refreshing topics. 
Even this short division degenerates 
into such technical advice about the 
manner of delivering sermons, as 
the following: 

“As congregations are generally 
“composed of the learned as well as 
“the unlearned, of the refined as well 
‘cas the plain and uncultivated—can- 
“didates for orders, as well as those 
““who already conduct the devotions 
‘of the people, and dispense to them 
‘the word of God, should take great 
‘spains that the manner of their per- 
‘‘formances may be, not only, not of- 
‘‘fensive, but pleasing and agreeable 
“to all. For this purpose, they 
“should endeavour to be natural, 
‘ceasy, and upright in their positions, 
‘free from awkward and unseemly 
“motions and gestures, and all 
‘‘erimaces or distortions of the coun- 
“tenance. That they may also be 


heard with ease and satisfaction, 
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‘their enunciation should be natural, 
“in contradistinction to swelling, 
“mounting, or vociferating—articu- 
“late and clear, not rapid, mumb- 
“ling, affectedly precise, nor with 
‘measured tones; and their pronun- 
‘ciation should be carefully correct, 
‘according to the best standards; in 
‘fine, they should endeavour so to 
‘modulate their voices, as to convey 
‘the meaning of every sentence they 
“deliver, without dulness, monotony, 
‘“‘feebleness or so defective a cadence 
‘‘as either to cause their hearers the 
“trouble of supplying from their own 
“conceptions the last word, which is 
“pronounced inaudibly by many 
“speakers, or to discontinue their 
“attention to the discourse alto- 
‘“oether.” 

This might have done well enough 
for one of the Professors in the lec- 
ture-room, but it is cold and most un- 
appropriate language in a Christian 
Bishop, to young men whose event- 
ful career in the sacred ministry 
ought to have kindled his imagina- 
tion and warmed his heart, to the 
utterance of some such sentiments, 
as burst from St. Paul during his 
hurried interview with the elders of 
Ephesus. 

Without being chilled by a dull 
and heartless discussion of a promis- 
ing division, we should have antici- 
pated nothing but dry comments on 
canons, rubrics, and customs, upon 
entering on the second head of dis 
course. Disappointment and sad- 
ness rendered the long drawn argu- 
ment on the 34th Canon, as chilling 
to us, as it must have been prosing 
to the students. 

We shall not attempt to weigh the 
legal merits of this misplaced casuist- 
ry. Butone thing we must say, that 
if the point were considered weighty 
enough for Episcopal argumenta- 
tion, grave enough for such a pre- 
sence, and awful and impressive 
enough for such an occasion, it 
ought to have been treated in the 
form of calm and dispassionate dis- 








cussion. The simple merits of the 
case, ought, by the application of 
general principles, to have been im- 
partially investigated. Whereas the 
entire division consists of nothing 
but invidious allusions to a reproba- 
ted class of the Clergy, and implied 
charges against them of want of 
sense, honesty, and principle. 

Are such the productions by 
which strangers to our Church and 
her institutions, are to judge of the 
character of her highest oficers—of 
the influence of her most extensive 
seminary, and of the state of brother- 
ly love and true piety in her bosom! 
Can it be by means of such an ad- 
dress as this, that the friends of the 
General Seminary expect to insure 
the favour of the public, and to pro- 
pitiate the outraged feelings, of a 
large and most respectable portion 
of the Clergy? Must we form our 
opinion of the description of learn- 
ing most carefully taught in our best 
endowed theological school by the 
sorry exhibition in this. Address? or 
of the spirit of the Clergy whom it 
nurtures, by the temper which is 
here betrayed? Are we to consider 
our best taught and most distinguish- 
ed young Clergymen, as going forth 
under the guidance and inspiration 
of such an Episcopal charge and 
exhortation—to split hairs with ru- 
bricians—to tythe, with all care and 
pains taking, annis, mint, and cum- 
min, and to carry on a crusade of 
bitterness and reproach against a 
confessedly zealous, sincere, and 
useful class of their brethren in the 
ministry? 

Such will be the inference of by- 
standers, and such the fears of some 
of the best friends of our Church, 
until the tone of these Episcopal Ad- 
dresses shall be completely changed. 
When the guardians and ruling offi- 
cers of the General Seminary, shali 
evince more interest in the religious 
attainments of the students, and in 
the promotion of the sublime and 
transforming doctrine of the Gos. 
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pel—-when their addresses shall 
breathe love and good will to all 
mankind, and especially a passion- 
ate desire for the salvation of sin- 
ners, awakened and cherished by 
the constraining love of Christ— 
when they shall strive together in 
exciting our rising Clergy to the 
deepest attainments in personal 
piety, and the highest excellence in 
ministerial preparation and useful- 
ness——chen, and not till then, will add 
friends of the Episcopal Church, 
and labourers for the increase of 
piety amongst hee members, unite 
in comme ding its merits, and es- 
tablishing and extending its influence 
and its claims. 
[ Episcopal Register. 


DISPLAY. 
Extracted from a late English publication 
entitled ‘Is this Religion?’ 

About a fortnight after the funeral 
of William Temple, the family were 
all assembled to morning prayers. 
Mr. Temple had opened the Bible, 
and began to read, when the door 
slowly opened, and a young and 
pleasing looking girl entered the 
room. She laid her finger on her 
lip, when Mr. Temple. lifted up his 
head and looked on her, and timidly 
stealing towards the side of the apart- 
ment where Charlotte Temple was 
sitting, she smiled, and sat down be- 
side her, taking the hand of her 
friend as she did so; and clasping it 
affectionately within herown. When 
the devotions of the morning were 
finished, the young lady turned to 
Mrs. Temple, and said, “I am come 
a self-invited guest, and I hope you 
can receive me, my dear ma’m. I 
have taken the opportunity (as they 
are all gone to a public breakfast) of 
enjoying the society of dear Char- 
lotte.”’ 

“We are very glad to see you at 
any time, my dear Miss Neville,” 
replied Mrs. Temple. 

Vor. B8.0.NO. Sime lS, 


But Augustine remarked that 
there was not the same eager delight 
in the manner of any of the Temple 
family towards her, as there was in 
that of Miss Neville towards them. 

“You look very well, my dear 
Sophia,” said Charlotte; “I heard 
you had been ill.” 

“Not exactly ill,” she replied, 
sitting down near Mr. Temple as she 
spoke, and turning to him, “but my 
health and spirits have been much 
affected by some little differences 
which have occurred among us. I 
find my situation at times very un- 
pleasant.” 

“TI am really sorry to hear you say 
so,” replied Mr. Temple; “you seem 
to me to be placed in circumstances 
where no uncommon degree of dis- 
cretion is needed.’ 

Miss Neville scarcely heeded this 
remark, but continued, “My father 
was very angry with me, because 
last Lord’s day I happened to say, 
that Mr. Butler did not preach the 
gospel, and that I could not hear him 
any longer. 
Miss Palmer to accompany her to 
meeting in the evening; and my 
mother (who had desired me not to 
go) met me, as I was stealing quiet- 
ly up the back stairs to my room. 
I happened to be nearly wet through, 
for a heavy rain was falling as I 
walked home. My disobedience 
was reported to my father, and his 
anger against me was very violent 
indeed. It is a hard thing to find 
foes in one’s own household—to 
meet with persecution from my own 
family; but it is no doubt good for 
me to be thus afflicted; we know 
that the reproach of Christ has not 
yet ceased.” 

Miss Neville said this with the air 
of a martyr, tarning her eyes alter- 
nately towards Mr. and Mrs. 
Temple, and Charlotte, as ifto aska 
tender sympathy from them. There 
was, however, no expression of sym- 
pathy in Mr. Temple’s countenance, 








as he replied in a quiet and very 
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serious manner, “fhe reproach of 
Christ is not to be so lightly spoken 
of. I am sorry to say that many 
persons are too ready to bring almost 
a just persecution upon themselves 
by their own unguarded and injudi- 
cious conduct; and having done so, 
they find it much easier to take shel- 
ter under what they call ‘suffering 
for the cross of Christ,’ than te use 
their common sense, and examine 
into their conduct, and its motives, 
and confess the blame which attach- 
es to themselves. My dear young 
lady,” he continued, looking kindly 
upon her, “I wish to be your friend. 
I fear for you, for I think you are in 
danger.” 

“But why!—how! my dear sir?” 
and she leaned her arm on the table, 
and stretched forward her neck, 
much embarrassed, the colour deep- 
ening in her cheek as she spoke. 

“It has been said,’ he replied, 
“that it is dangerous to put up a sail 
without taking sufficient ballast into 
the vessel. Are you not putting up 
the sail of a high profession, and for- 
getting that the ballast of a humble 
spirit, and a charity which never 
faileth, is absolutely necessary? It 
is to little purpose that we discover 
what is correct in Christian know- 
ledge, if that knowledge is not ac- 
companied by Christian practice. 
Your parents are persons well ac- 
quainted with the world. You are, 
doubtless, not the first young en- 
thusiast they have heard of; and I 
would have you beware, lest, instead 
of inducing them to adopt your sen- 
timents, you are the unwilling means 
of strengthening their prejudices 
against genuine and vital religion.” 

“But are we not told to expect 
that the parent shall rise against the 
child, and the brother against the 
sister? Surely the words of our Sa- 
viour will be realized!”’ 

“They often have been,’ he re- 
plied; “nor will they ever cease to 
be, but not so often, nor in the same 
degree, in a nation of professed 
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Christians, as among the converted 
few ina heathen country. I have 

often imagined with what an assu- 

rance of comfort those passages of 
scripture may be read by some 

young and feeble Indian, the only 

Christian in her family! How sweet- 
ly they must teach her to look upon 
the bitter persecutions she endures 
from the dearest persons of her own 
household, as her appointed lot. I 
do not say that such persecution has 
ceased here among us. Yet, in such 
a case as yours, an ardent and inex- 
perienced spirit is often most in 
fault.” 

“Then, sir, I suppose,” said Miss 
Neville, with a slight tone of impa- 
tience, “I suppose you would have 
me conform to all their worldly and 
sinful practices, in obedience to my 
parents, who are, I am grieved to 
say so, dead, quite dead, as to any 
spiritual life? You would have me 
disown our holy faith, and Jesus the 
mediator of the new covenant. That 
sweet hymn, which your daughter 
Charlotte first put into my hands, 
has taught me, | trust, my duty bet- 
ter: 

“Ashamed of Jesus! Can it be?” 
And so she would have gone on; 
when Charlotte interrupted her, fix- 
ing on her a look of mild reproach. 

“My dear Miss Neville, you 
strangely mistake my father’s words. 
A little thought would convince you 
that you have given to them a sense 
very different from that which they 
were intended to convey. You 
know, that no words of his were ever 
spoken to bid us compromise in any 
way our belief in the blessed Lord. 
He would have us all come out from 
among the worldly and the wicked, 
and be separate; but he would have 
us also remember, that as the root of 
a tree is hidden in the earth, so 
should it be with our Christian faith; 
and as the stem and the branches of 
the tree are not hidden, but flourish, 
and blossom, and bear fruit abundant- 








ly in the face of day, so should it be 
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with our Christian practice. Aman 
wouid never remove the earth, and 
uncover the root, to prove its exist- 
ence, and to show from whence the 
tree received its life andsupport. He 
would point to the fruitful branches 
and say, “They could not be seen 
thus if their root was dead.”’ 
“Charlotte, you are a good advo- 
cate to your father,” said the kind 
parson; “sand before we quit this sub- 
ject, let me tell Miss Neville of an 
instance which came under my own 
observation, in which a young girl 
conducted herself so admirably, 
when placed in a situation very simi- 
lar to her own, that her behaviour 
had a blessed effect upon her 
parents, and their whole household. 
She was a young and remarkably 
timid girl; but thougn born and bred 
ina very worldly family, she became 
by some means or other, so deeply 
impressed with the truth of the 
Christian religion, that she deter- 
mined, with the grace of God, to live 
a holy and Christian life; and not to 
swerve from her duty for any fear, 
or for any praise of man. I remem- 
ber, as when they were spoken, her 
father’s words to me, after he had 
also become a serious and convinced 
Christian.—‘I can now mark my 
child’s first growth in religion,’ he 
said, ‘from the improving influence 
it had on her heart and disposition. 
I often wondered what could make 
the dear unboastful girl so sweetly 
submissive to her mother and my- 
self; so gentle and forbearing towards 
her brothers and sisters; so ready to 
forgive every one who had offended 
her; so simply strict in speaking and 
acting the truth; so uniformly cheer- 
ful; such a real comforter in afflic- 
tion; so wise in the advice she gave; 
so sound in her judgment. The dis- 
tinguishing grace of her character 
was humility, a genuine humility, an 
absence of all self-conceit and dis- 
play; and this was to me the more 
astonishing. At last the secret was 
made known to me. She ventured 








to decline obeying mein some re- 
quest, which I now should feel it 
sinful to make. I insisted on obedi- 
ence; but neither threats nor entreat- 
ies could move her. In atransport 
of rage, I commanded her to con- 
fess what could induce her to dis- 
obey me—to break the command- 
ment to obey her father and mother. 
She threw herself at my feet,’ he 
continued, ‘and with a face bathed in 
tears, and clasped, but trembling 
hands raised towards me, she said: 
In this command, my father, your 
willis not the will of our heavenly 
father; and, therefore I cannot obey 
it. Were my obedience to be given, 
I should indeed break the fifth com- 
mandment of our Lord God, which 
is not written ‘obey thy father and 
mother,’ but Aonour thy father and 
thy mother. The obedience which 
a child would pay to the sinful com- 
mand of an earthly father, would be 
to dishonour that parent.” The 
father had the good sense and the 
candour to respect the principles of 
so meek yet firm a child; and those 
who loved the virtues of the young 
girl, gradually began to inquire into 
the motives, the principles from 
which they sprung. Thus were her 
secret prayers heard, and her un- 
boastful piety blessed; and they who 
loved religion first for her sake soon 
loved it for its own: like the youthful 
Daniel, she was brought by God 
into favour, and tender love with all 
who knew her.’” 

Mr. Temple ceased speaking. 
Every one present sat in silence; and 
Miss Neville appeared to think deep- 
ly over his words. At last she turn- 
ed to him, and said: “I am a poor 
deluded creature, and your words 
have brought before me many start- 
ling truths. Dear, dear sir, I can 
neverrepay you. But will you con- 
tinue to advise me? Will you be- 
come my kind and faithful guide?”’ 

“J would fain do more than this,” 
he replied, and his words and his 
smile displayed the gentlest affec- 
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tion; “I will pray, without ceasing, 
that you may be blessed with* that 
wisdom which is from above, which 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be entreated, full of mer- 
cy and geod fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy.” 

The above conversation had taken 
place during breakfast, or Augus- 
tine would probably have quitted the 
room. He saw also by Miss Ne- 
ville’s manner when she began to 
speak, that she did not seek any pri- 
vate discussion.—She belonged toa 
class that love to bring forward their 
difficulties; and would rather make 
a display before strangers than make 
no display at all. She was not, cer- 
tainly, aware that display was the 
great motive which actuated her; 
but how common is a deep delusion 
on such subjects in such a charac 
ter! 


* James, ch, 3, v. 17. 





ANECDOTE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN. 


To one of the Sunday schools in 
this city there came last Sabbath 
morning a poor little girl, with only 
a thin summer dress, and no shoes. 


to protect her from the chill air of 


November.—She made no com- 
plaint;——but all the children pitied 
her, because they knew she suffered 
every day with the cold, while they 
were warm and comfortable. Per- 
ceiving their young hearts were 
touched with sympathy, the teachers 
availed themselves of the opportuni- 
ty to illustrate the beauty of kindness 
and charity. They represented the 
case of the innocent sufferer, in such 


colours aS piety can paint without 


hypocrisy, and told a few of the smal! 
girls, that, if so disposed, they might 
bring, in the afternoon, a few cents 
each, to buy her a pair of shoes. 
When the afternoon came, they 
presented their humble offerings, 
with such a glow of satisfaction, as 





tormed a practical illustration of the 
truth, that itis more blessed to give 
than to receive. On examining the 
fruits of their charity, it was found to 
exceed the extent of the suffering to 
be relieved;—the child was furnish- 
ed with a neat pair of shoes—and 
the little donors were truly happy in 
the reward of benevolence, which is 
the enjoyment of itself 
[ Boston Telegraph. 





Prayer, like Jonathan’s bow, returns 
not empty. Some prayers indeed have 
a longer voyage than others; but they 
return with a richer lading at last. 

A person may get into a church with- 
out Christ, but he cannot get into Hea- 
ven without him. Heaven isa believer's 
end, and holiness his way. 


3 Face eee 
POETRY. 


INVOCATION. 


Jesus, full of condescension, 
Thou who didst for sinners die, 
When thy worthy name I mention, 
And before thee prostrate lie, 
O then, hear me, 
From thy dwelling place on high. 


When my sinful inclinations 
Cause me far from thee to stray, 
When beset with strong temptations 
I forsake the narrow way, 
Oh, reclaim me; 
Help me then to watch and pray. 


All thy fatherly correction, 
Fraught with sorrow, pain or care, 
Coming from thy pure affection, 
Help me patiently to bear, 
Till my spirit, 
Finds a sweet relief in prayer, 


In affliction’s trying hour, 
Worn with grief--by sin oppress’d, 
When the skies around me lower, 
Let me lean upon thy breast; 
Oh, support me, 
Thou canst give the weary rest: 


For the blessings thou hast granted, 
May my heart with thanks o’erflow; 
May the love thou there hast planted 
Up to full perfection grow, 
Then with angels 
I shall all thy fulness know. 





{ Zion’s Herald. 
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Review. 


Sermons. By the Rev. J. W. Cunning- 
ham, A. M. Vicar of Harrow, &c.— 
London. Republished by W. B. Gil- 
ley, Broadway, N. Y. 


( Concluded from page 76.) 


It cannot be concealed that in 
the Church to which Mr. Cun- 
ningham has attached himself, 
there is much diversity of opinion, 
upon almost every point of Chris- 
tian doctrine, and that there has 
been much controversy of no very 
pleasant kind upon both sides of 
the Atlantic, in relation to these 
disputed points. With few ex- 
ceptions, the publications which 
have been issued in regard to 
these topics, within the last twen- 
ty years, have savoured more or 
less of the “odium theologicum.” 
We are exceedingly happy in be- 
ing able to except from this cen- 
sure, so pious and able a cham- 
pion for the Gospel as Mr. Cun- 
ningham. He writes as though 
ignorant of all dissension, and un- 
influenced by any considerations, 
but a sacred regard for the truth, 
in all its magnitude, and force, 
and clearness. The shafts which 
he aims at the self-righteous, the 
lukewarm, and the cold moralist, 
are drawn not from the store-house 
of sectarian theology, but alone 
from the arsenal of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

His language is not tainted by 
party phrases or cant expressions, 
but flows in honest simplicity from 
a Christian spirit and a scriptural 
creed. He seems to be elevated 
upon an eminence, where he 
breathes a purer atmosphere, and 
enjoys a wider survey, than are 
allowed the personal and earthly- 
minded polemic; and though he 
discusses boldly, topics which 
have given rise to almost intermi- 
nable and most virulent debate, he 











never wanders from his high 
object—the declaration of the 
whole counsel of God. We re- 
joice to refresh our spirits from 
the pages of such a writer as this. 
Jaded by the philippics of parti- 
zan theology, we delight to hold 
communion with so gentle and 
kind a spirit as Mr. Cunningham. 
He is never found on the arena, 
disputing his point with the proud 
and stubborn advocate of some in- 
geniously devised theory of salva- 
tion, but rather expostulating with 
sinners of every class and every 
condition, in the winning language 
of Christian tenderness. We 
would do all in our power to hold 
him up as a model, both as to 
matter and spirit, to the especial 
contemplation of the youthful 
preacher who is just entering the 
wide harvest field of immortal 
souls. 

Such amenity and sweetness 
pervade these discourses, that bit- 
ter indeed must be that heart, 
which does not accord its thank- 
fulness to the author, even where 
the truths he inculcates, are not 
received. We forget the clamour 
of party zeal, and lose sight of the 
distinctions which have unhappi- 
ly risen up to try the patience and 
charity of Christians, while we 
listen to the voice of one who 
charms us so wisely. 

Let the vain theologian glory in 
his fancied greatness and strength 
—let the proud dignitary enjoy 
without envy, the elevation he oc- 
cupies—let the perverse and big- 
oted votary of ceremonies and 
pomp, be left unmolested in the 
belief of errors which he vows 
never to abandon—be ours the 
felicity to preach Christ crucified, 
and glory only in his cross with the 
affectionate earnestness, the suavi- 
ty, :nd the almost angelic serenity 
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of Mr. Cunningham... Then if 
smitten, we can turn ie other 
cheek to the smiter, with a cheer- 
fulness and complacency that will 
utterly disarm and overpower him. 
On this subject our author expres- 
ses our own feelings in terms so 
forcible and striking, that we will 
enrich our pages 
specimen from his glowing pen.— 
The extract is from the Sermon, 
“On constancy in Religion.” 


But consider, thirdly, the further rn1- 
ALS PREDICTED TO THE CHURCH OF 5MYR- 
wa. Behold,” it is said, “the devil shall 
cast some of you into prison, that ye may 
be tried; and ye shall have tribulatien for 
ten days.” 

No point, my brethren, can be more 
strongly established in Scripture, than 
that an exemption from outward trials is 
not promised to the servants of God 
whilst upon earth. It is the general 
language of the book of God, ‘In the 
world ye shall have tribulation.” “Ye 
shall have it’” that is, if ye need it; and 
as almost all :ppear to need the purify- 
ing fires of this furnace, let few expect 
to escape them. But consider the na- 
ture, the author, and the end of the trials 
thus predicted to the Church of Smyrna 
in the text. 

“Ve shall have tribulation,” it is said, 
‘for ten days.’ 
supposed to refer either to the ten per- 
secutions of the church under the Ro- 
man emperors; or, as days are often put 
for years in the language of prophecy, 
to the last and most terrible of these 
persecutions, under Dioclesian, which 
lasted for ten years. 

Of this trial the devilis the author.— 
“The devil,” it is said, “shall cast some 
of you into prison.” It might often serve, 
my brethren, to stay the hand of perse- 
cution in religion, to consider who, in 
fact, sharpens the axe of the execution- 
er, lights the fires of cruelty, or kindles 
the still fiercer flames of bigotry and 
theological hatred in the soul. It is Ais 
work who is the “father of lies,”? and 
therefore the natural enemy of truth, 
and the author of every plot for its de- 
struction. Consider, therefore, if you 
discover even a spark of intolerance and 
harshness in your own heart, in what 
flame that spark is kindled, and make 

haste to extinguish it in the waters of 


with another} 


These words may be | 





love. 
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It is added, with regard to these trials 
and afflictions of the Church of Smyrna, 
“He shall cast some of you into prison, 
that ye may be tried.”—Here, then, my 
brethren, if you are the children of God, 
is the real end and object of your trials. 
They are permitted, not in anger, but 
in love; not to destroy, but to sanctify, 
to prove your sincerity, to try your pa- 
tience, to ascertain your deficiencies, 
quicken your zeal, and stimulate you to 
confidence, and trust, and prayer, and 
love to Him who is “able to save to the 
uttermost all who come unto him.” It 
is thus, my brethren, that our Heavenly 
Father frustrates the devices of the de- 
vil. The very fires lighted by the ene- 
my of souls, serve only to cherish the 
graces of the true Christian; to melt 
down the irregularities of temper; to 
burn in, and fix, if I may use the image, 
all those qualities which were perhaps 
hitherto sketched but in light end fading 
colours on the character. 

In this view of the trials of the true 
Christian, well may it be added in the 
text, “fear none of those things which thou 
shalt suffer.’ Shall we grieve for trials 
which are not merely useful, but neces- 
sary? Will you “fear,” when the Lord 
himself presides over the instrument of 
suffering, and weakens its force, or in- 
creases your strength to endure it, or 
renders it subservient to your eternal 
good; when not merely “one like unto 
the Son of Man,”’ but the Son of Man 
himself, walks amidst the flames of the 
furnace, to shelter his servants, and to 
consume their adversaries?—pp. 165-6. 


We have long thought that 
preachers and writers of sermons, 
might give much more freshness, 
variety, and interest to their dis- 
courses, by borrowing illustrations 
more frequently from history, and 
from the passing events of their 
own times. The skilful and inge- 
nious man of God will glean facts 
from every source, and cause them 
to contribute strength and attrac- 
tion to the Christian system. He 
will appeal to the biographies of 
Christians, to the recorded experi- 
ence of God’s servants, and to 
facts which fall under his own ob- 
servation, as exemplifying the 
power of divine grace, and the 
preciousness of those consolations 











1826. REVIEW OF CUNNINGHAM’S SERMONS. 1238 


which flow from true faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In the use of 
these aids, Mr. Cunningham has 
shown no small skill. He thus 
gives vividness to his conceptions, 
and impresses with redoubled 
force, the truths he would urge 
home upon the conscience and the 
heart. 


But consider, fourthly, Tus puTY EN- 
JOINED UPON THE CHURCH OF SMYRNA IN 
THe TEXT. “Be thou faithful unto death.’’ 

The grand difficulty in religion, after 
all, my Christian brethren, is persever- 
ance,—fidelity to the cause we have cho- 
sen, constancy and courage in our Mas- 
ter’s service. It is comparatively easy, 
under the grace of God, to make reso- 
lutions; the difficulty is to keep them.— 
It is comparatively easy to set out well. 
But when resistance increases; when 
the enemies of the Cross multiply, and 
its friends fall away; when interest and 
passion take the side of indifference and 
neutrality; when novelty has ceased, and 
many condemn, and few applaud; then 
it is that the treacherous heart needs no 
power short of omnipotence to sustain it. 
Hence the imjunction of the text, “ Be 
faithful”. C€6venanted to God as you 
are in baptism, by your daily vows, by 
your Christian profession, “be faithful.” 
Coldness, in your case, is treason; -dis- 
obedience, treason; worldliness, treason. 
And, moreover, ‘‘be faithful unto death.” 
Ye have borne something; “but ye have 
not yet resisted unto blood.” The storm 
may thicken, fresh terrors may darken 
around you: “be faithful.” Live for 
your Lord while you are permitted to 
live; and, if needs be, stand prepared to 
die for him, as for the Saviour who lived 
and died for you. 

ould you, my Christian brethren, 
have a specimen of the holy courage and 
constancy required in the text? You 
may find it in the truly splendid history 
of the sufferings’ and death of that an- 
cient Bishop of this very Church, to 
whom I have already referred. How 
impressive is the following statement, 
taken from an authentic history? “When 
Polycarp,” it is said, “was brought to 
the tribunal, the proconsul asked him if 
he was Polycarp; to which he assented. 
The proconsul then began to exhort 
him, saying, ‘have pity on thine own 
great age; swear by the fortune of Cz- 
sar; repent; say, take away the Atheists,’ 








we 
(meaning the Ghristians.) Polycarp, 
casting his eye solemnly over the multi- 
tude, waving hi#hand to them, and look- 

ing up to Heaven, said, ‘take away these 

Atheists,’ (meaning the idolaters around 
him.) The proconsul, still urging him, 

and saying, ‘Swear, and I will release 

thee—reproach Christ:’ Polycarp said, 
‘eighty and six years have I served him, 
and he hath never wronged me, and how 
can I blaspheme my King, who hath 
saved me?’ ‘I have wild beasts,’ said the 
proconsul, ‘and will expose you to them, 
unless yourepent.’ ‘Cull them,’ said the 
martyr. ‘I will tame your spirit by fre,’ 
said the Roman. ‘You threaten me,’ said 
Polycarp, ‘with the fire which burns on- 
y for a moment; but are yourself igno- 
rant of the fire of eternal punishment, 
reserved for the ungodly.’” ‘Soon af: 
ter,” it is added, “being bound on the 
burning stake, he exclaimed, ‘O Father 
of thy beloved and blessed Son Jesus 
Christ! O God of all principalities and 
of all creation! I bless Thee that Thou 
hast counted me worthy of this day, and 
this hour, to receive my portion in the 
number of the martyrs, in the cup of 
Christ. 1 praise Thee for all these 
things. I bless Thee, I glorify Thee, by 
the Eternal High Priest, Jesus Christ, 
Thy well-beloved Son, through whom, 
and with whom, in the Holy Spirit, be 
glory to Thee, both now and for ever.— 
Amen.” 

Such, my brethren, was the language 
and the spirit by which this dying Bi- 
shop illustrated this expression of our 
text, “be thou faithful unto death.’ And 
need I say, that, if this is real religion, a 
spirit of concession, and compromising, 
and fearfulness, and shamefacedness in 
our Master’s cause, can never deserve 
the name. If it is religion to die trium- 
phantly, it must be religion to live bold- 
ly; to plant your back against the rock 
of the Gospel, and, with the sword of the 
Spirit in your hand, calmly and persever- 
ingly to fight the battles of the Lord. 


We have another remark to 
make in regard to the volume un- 
der consideration, and its amiable 
and highly-gifted author, before 
we close our brief and imperfect 
notice. The great mass of ser- 


mons are characterised by a pecu- 
liarity of style most unfavourable 
to interest and impression. We 
| have long seen and felt the evil 





, 
; 
: 


<a mee 


ee 





Posse = Sr yas? Tay re ee as nHee 


= 


en 
ee 


ee a es 
28 ra Ee 


Big 
es 


aR Es ROT S BPS Bia 5 6 YEP RE 
Tacs Sage RS 


ee eae 
ee 


aes 
=2 


i od 
WAS 


TMS EBS 


TOR RAGA a Be OF Oy 
ee 


FS 


—— 


124 NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


we complain of, but are at a loss 
for a term by which to designate 
it. It is the habit of using the 
same expressions and illustrations 
on all occasions; it is the absence 
of variety in the views of divine 
truth, and the manner of commu- 
nicating them; it is the dull pro- 
sing upon thread bare topics which 
constitutes the evil that excites 
our remarks. There is a sort of 
mannerism which writers of ser- 
mons find it extremely difficult to 
avoid, and which few have the 
strength, originality, or resolution 
to escape. To make ourselves 
understood, we instance the nu- 
merous cases in which the bare 
announcement of the heads of dis- 
course, causes every practised 
hearer to anticipate most that will 
follow. The same beaten track 
is pursued, the same difficulties 
solved, the same enemies encoun- 
tered, and the old battles fought 
over again, in which the preacher 
may already have become a vete- 
ran. And more than this, the 
phraseology is marked by peculiar 
but unvarying features. Were we 
allowed to coin a term, we should 
call this insipid sameness, fulpit- 
sm. 


We know the difficulty of pre- 








senting in anew light, truths which 
have been so long the theme of 
public instruction, which have ex- 
ercised the skill and kindled the 
genius of so many master spirits. 
Neither would we commend the 
extravagant aim at novelty, which 
not unfrequently betrays the inex- 
perienced and youthful minister 
into quaintness, affectation, and 
eccentricity. 

Mr. Cunningham presents the 
very excellence which contrasts 
with the evil we have been contem- 
plating. It is the richness of ori- 
ginal thought, the variety and ap- 
propriateness of illustration, the 
pointed adaptation of style to sub- 
ject—a happy versatility of man- 
ner, which varies with every shade 
of thought, and suits every con- 
ception and every feeling with a 
well-fitting expression, which we 
so much admire, and so highly 
commend in the sermons before 
us. ‘The solemn stiffness of scho- 
lastic theology, and the awkward- 
ness and monotony of imbecili- 
ty and ignorance, are rendered 
doubly insufferable, when compar- 
ed with such a standard of copious 
and elegant style, giving grace 
and effect to forcible and elevated 
sentiments. 
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The Christian’s Instructor, containing 
a summary explanation and defence of 
the doctrines and duties of the Christian 
Religion. By Josiah Hopkins, A. M. 
Middlebury: J. W. Copeland. 

In this age of book-making, we have 
seen few productions more truly valux- 
ble than the humble volume whose fitle 
we have just transcribed. The design 
is most worthy of a Christian minister, 
and the execution far exceeds all that is 





promised. This work is professedly for 
the most part a compilation; but the ma- | 
terials are gathered from sources exceed- | 
ingly numerous, and such as were not . 





readily accessible to common readers 
and ordinary discrimination. ‘They have 
been also skilfully worked up by a strong 
original mind, and presented with some- 
thing more than their former force. The 
Christian, whose time for reading is li- 
mited, can furnish his mind from this vo- 
lume with all the most weighty argu- 
ments in proof of the truth of the Chris- 
tian system, whether regard be had to it 
generally, or to any of its distinguish- 
ing features. 


Thesaurus Poeticus, or Poetical Trea- 
sury of the choicest .descriptions, simi- 
les, and sentiments of the most celebra- 
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ted foreign and American Poets. By a 
Clergyman. New York. 

This is a highly interesting and truly 
valuable compilation; exhibiting much 
taste, and so arranged as to supply no 
small aid to public writers and speakers 
of every profession. 





Two Discourses on the Nature of Sin; 
delivered before the Students of Yale | 
College, July 30th, 1826. By Eleazer | 
T. Fitch. [Published by request of the | 
Theological Students.] New-liaven. 

Short Practical Sssavs on the Sabbath, 
by a Giergyman of New-England. pp. 
168. 18mo. Robinson, Norwich. 

Christian Patriotism: a Sermon on the | 
occasion of the Death of John Adams, | 
preached in Chauncy Place, Boston, Ju- | 
ly 9, 1826. By N. L. Frothingham-— | 
Boston. 8vo. pp. 20. 

A Sermon on the Unity and Suprema- | 
ey of God the Father, delivered in the | 
second Presbyterian Church in Charles- | 
ton, S. C. By Daniel R. Whitaker.— | 
Charleston. 8vo. pp. 42. 

Second series of Letters to Mr. Elias : 
Lee, on the character of the Son of God. | 
By Henry Grew. Hartford. 12mo. pp. 24. | 

The Young Christian’s Companion; | 
being a selection of Hymns, particularly | 
adapted to private Devotion and Confer- | 
ence Meetings. By Gustavus F. Davis. 
Boston. 18mo. pp. 108. 

The American Seaman’s Hymn Book; | 
or a collection of Sacred Songs for the | 
use of Mariners, selected from various | 
authors. By Noah Davis. New-York. 
18mo. pp 293. | 

A Gazetteer of the State of New- | 
Hampshire, by John Fanner and Jacob 
B. Moore. Embellished with a Map of | 
the State, and several other Engravings. 
ByAbel Bowen. Concord. 12mo. pp. 
276. . 

—: or the Poetical Sinnings of | 
liam Rufus, of Charleston, S.C. G. 
& C. Carvill: New-York. 12mo. pp. 144. 

Oriental Harp. Poems of the Boston 
Bard. 8vo. pp. 254. Smith and Par- 
menter: Providence. 

Memoirs and Poetical Remains of the 
jate Jane Taylor: with Extracts from her 
Correspondence. By Isaac Taylor, 12- 
mo. pp. 316. Boston. 

The Life of George Washington, 
Commander in Chief of the American 
Army, through the Revolutionary War; 
and the first President of United States, 
By Aaron Bancroft, D. D: Boston: 2 
vols. 18mo. pp. 223. 

Intellectual Arithmetic, upon the In- 

Vor. 8......No. 3.16. 
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ductive Method of Instruction. By 
Warren Colburn, A. M. Boston. 18mo. 
pp- 172. , 
An Experimental Treatise on Optics, 
comprehending the leading principles 
of the science, and an Explanation of 
the more important and curious Optical 
Instruments and Optical Phenomena; 
being the Third Part of a Course of 
Naturai Philosophy, compiled for the 
use of the Students in the Cambridge 
University, New-England. By John Far- 
rar, Professor of Mathematics and Natu- 
ral Philosophy. Boston. 8vo. pp. 349. 


Worcester’s Elements of History.—Mr. 
J. E. Worcester, who has become much 
known, as the author of several geogra- 
phical works, has recently published a 
small volume, entitled Elements of His- 
tory, Ancient and Modern, accompani- 
ed with a Historical Atlas. It is design- 
ed principally for schools, and may be 
considered a valuable addition tothe ele- 
mentary treatises on education already 
in use. The publications of Mr. W. have 
a strong claim upon the attention of 
teachers and of the public. If we are 
correctly informed, authorship is his 
profession. Of course, when he devotes 
himself to any particular work, his whole 
attention is given to it—there is no dis- 
traction of purpose—all his researches 
relate to a single object—all the energies 
of his mind are directed to a single 
point. This inthe preparation of works 
on geography, gives him a most impor- 
tant advantage; for so numerous and di- 
versified and continual are the changes 
of the world, especially at the present 
age, that it requires no small part of 
one’s time to collect all the new and in- 
teresting facts that should be brought to- 
gether in such publications. Moreover, 
so far as we have examined his publica- 
tions, we are inclined to the opinion, 
that they evince, prima facie, the fa- 
vourable circumstances under which 
they were prepared. In our opinion, 
his school geography is decidedly the 
best before the public, on thas plan; and 
his Sketches of the Earth is invaluable 
to young persons—a copy of it ought to 
be in every family.—[ Gospel Adv. 


The Agents of the Methodist Book 
Concern have in press, “SKETCHES OF 
Sermons, preached to Congregations in 
various parts of Great Britain, and on the 
European Continent; furnished by their 
respective Authors.” From the second 
J.onnon edition, printed in 1825. This 
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work will be completed in 8 vols. 12mo. 
bound in 4, and we have no hesitation to 
recommend it as one of the best pulpit 
assistants published in this country. The 
5th volume is now in press. Price $5 00 
the set. 

A View of the History, Literature, and 


Religion of the Hindoos, including a | 


minute @¢acription of their manners and 
customs, illustraté? With engravings. By 
the Rev. W. Ward, D. D. jate Missionary 
at Serampore, Price $1 25; and Benson’s 
Plans of Sermons, including vol. 5, may 
be had at the Methodist Bookstore. 


Recent publications in England.—The 
Ecclesiastical History of the second and 
third centuries, illustrated from the 
writings of Tertullian. By John, Bi- 
shop of Bristol. 

Origines Ecclesiasticz, or the Antiqui- 
ties of the Christian Church; and other 
works of the Rev. J. Bingham, A. M. 

The Scripture Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty, briefly stated and defended; and the 
Church of England vindicated from the 
charge of uncharitableness in retaining 
the Athanasian creed. By Thos. Hart- 
well Horne, M. A. 

Vindiciz Christiane; a comparative 
estimate of the genius and, temper of | 
the Greek, the Rorhan, the Hindoo, the | 
Mahometan, and the Christian Religions. 
By the Rev. Jerome Alley, LL. B. 

The Philosophy of Religion; or an il- 
lustration of the Moral Laws of the Uni- 
verse. By Thomas Dick. 

The third and concluding volume of 
the Christian and Civic Economy. of 
large Towns. By Thomas Chalmers, 
D. D. 


The Rev. Stephen Olin, of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, has been appoint- 
ed Professor of Moral Philosophy and | 
Belles Lettres in Franklin College, 
Athens, Georgia. 

Franklin College.—The annual com- 
mencement ef Franklin College, in 
Athens, Georgia, took'place on the 2d of 
August. The degree of A. B. was con- 
ferred on twenty-three young gentle- 
men. 

Geneva College.—The first commence- 
ment of this infant institution was held at 
Geneva, on Wednesday the 2d of August. 
The Exercises are spoken of as credit- 
able to the faculty and students. The 
degree of A. B. was conferred on five 
young gentlemen. Among other acts of 
the trustees, the Rev. Jasper Adams, late 
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Professor of Brown University, R. I., and 
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now President of the College at Charles- 
ton, S. C., was elected to the office of 
President, in the place of the Rev. Mr. 
Potter, resigned. 

Harvard College is the oldest, and may 
with propriety be styled the parent lie 
erary institution of our country. It was 
founded in 1638, and was endowed with 
a legacy, by the Rev. John Harvard, of 
Charlestown, of £779 17s. 2d. sterling, 
being one half of his estate. In acknow- 
ledgment of his munificence, it bears his 
namé, Wegrees were first conferred in 
1642; and in 1650 it was chartered.— 
The professorships of divinity, and of 
mathematics and natural philosophy, 
were founded in 1762, by Mr. Thomas 
Hollis of London. The professorship of 
Hebrew was established by Thomas 
Hancock, Esq 1765. Other professor- 
ships have since been established, and 
generously endowed by individuals.— 
From the founding of the college, to the 
year 1794, 3399 young persons received 
its honours, of whom 1079 became min- 
isters of the Gospel. 


The following is the conclusion of the 
Will of Mr. John Robinson, a native of 
Ireland, and citizen of Virginia, who has 
left a large estate to the Washington 
College, inthe county of Rockbridge in 
that State. Mr. R. “emigrated to Ame- 
rica,’”’? so the will recites, *in time to 
participate in the revolutionary struggle, 
and afterwards by a long, peaceful and 
prosperous intercourse with his fellow- 
citizens, amassed a considerable proper- 
ty, which he desired to render back to 
them, upon terms most likely to conduce 
to their essential and permanent inter- 
ests.”— Augusta Chronicle. 

“Having forborne to gratify the par- 
tialities of friendship, in the bestowment 
of personal favours, | look for my reward 
to the diffusive and abiding benefits 
which must follow the judicious applica- 
tion of the legacy that I leave to the 
public. By adding to the means of pub- 
lic instruction, I hope that some facili-: 
ties have been given to the march of 
improvement, and some contribution 
made to the welfare of society, in hav- 
ing its members inspired at an early age 
with the salutary and conservative les- 
sons of knowledge and virtue. And 


though a foreigner by birth, and without 
a child to provide for, I rejoice in the 
trust, that I have done something to pro- 
tect the sons of others from ignorance 
and vice, and something to confirm the 
political insitutions of the country, by 
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enlightening the public will, upon which 

they rest. For these ends, I cheerfully 

give up the earnings of my life, and en- 

treat as my last wish, that they may be 

so husbanded as to carry forward the 

beneficent result which I contemplate.” 
>. 





From the National Gazette. 
The greater part of our readers, no | 
doubt, have heard of the collections of | 
bones of wild animals found in caves in | 
Europe, in countries where those ani- | 
mals are not native, and of the learned | 
sneculations, sxeological and theological, | 
to which the discovery has given 3 
There are few savants who are not even 
familiar with Cuvier’s theories and Pro- | 
fessor Buckland’s Reliquiz Diluviane.— 
But a work has just appeared in Eng- 
land, which, if well founded, overturns 
more than one deep hypothesis and eru- 


RANKING’S HISTORICAL RESEARCHES. 


ith. i| 





dite conjecture, and imprints a new cha- 
racter on the whole subject of fossil re- 
mains. It is entitled—‘Historical re- 
searches on the Wars and Sports of the 


Monguls & Romans, in which Elephants || 
the magnificence of their hunting expe- 


and wild beasts were employed or slain; 
and on the remarkable local Agreement || 
of History with the Remains of such ani- 

mals found in Europe and Siberia, &c. 

&e. by John Ranking.” 

Mr. Ranking, it appears, passed twenty 
years in Hindostan and Russia, during 
which he formed and matured the opi- 
nion, attempted to be proved by history | 
in his book,—that the remains discover- | 
ed in the earth are to be traced to human | 
action, and did not originate in a great 
natural convulsion according to the re- 
ceived doctrine. From the memoirs of 
Genghis Khan, Kublai Kan, Tamertane, 
and other Mongol rulers; from Roman 
History; and from early and recent ac- 
counts of Siberia, he has accumulated a 
mass of data, which are deemed, if not 
conclusive, at least highly curious and 
specious; but at the same time he consi- 
ders himself as having merely opened 
the way to still more elaborate, ample, 
and satisfactory investigations, that shall 
have a stronger effect upon the prevail- 
ing philosophical notions. There can 
be no question, observes a London jour- 
nal of authority, that many of the caver- 
nal collections of animal bones, and ma- 
ny of those specimens found in recent 
earthy formations, have resulted from an- 
cient wars and ancient festivals. The 
coincidences between the places where 
they are found, and the existence there 
of mighty governments, or the traditions 











of dreadful battles, are too numerous and 
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striking to be overcome by any other 
mode of explanation than that of Mr. 
Ranking. The annexed extract from 
this author’s Introduction will furnish 
some idea of his theory, views and la- 
bors. He has not undertaken to account 
for the relics of the Mammoth gathered 


'|in our country. The supposition could 


hardly be entertained, that the Moguls, 
or any other of the nations whose milita- 
ry array, public games, and hunting pro- 
pensities he has explored, reached and 
traversed this continent with “the most 
noble of the brutcs.” 

“to the endeavour to trace historical 
proofs that the fossil bones of elephants 
and wild beasts, which have been found 


| in Britain, France, Spain, Germany, Rus- 


sia, Siberia, and other countries, are the 
remains of those animals which have 
been employed in the wars, religious 
ceremonies, and amphitheatrical sports 


' of the Romans and the Mongols (or Mo- 
| guls,) the author has been led on by the 
| extensive scenes of conquest, the extra- 


ordinary grandeur of the Mogul Khans, 


ditions, and court parades, which so far 


'exceed any thing ever witnessed in Eu- 
| rope, to make a quarto volume of what 
he imagined might have been comprised 
‘| in a small compass. 
' these researches, there was such a con- 


In the progress of 


viction in the writer’s mind, of his suc- 
cess in the main object of his work, in 
consequence of some extraordinary dis- 
coveries which he has made, that he has 
been induced to write an epitome of the 
life of the Siberian Genghis Khan, the 
most famous conqueror that ever existed, 
and whose grandson Kublai, on his com- 
pletion of the conquest of China, govern- 
ed and controled an empire much more 
extensive and populous than was ever 


_ swayed by the Romans, when their great- 
' ness was at its greatest height. 


It will 
be seen what efforts during this Grand 
Khan’s life, were made to subdue Hin- 
dostan; but they were repelled by the 
vigour of the Afghan Emperors. East- 
ern Bengal or Bengalla, was the only 
part of that country which submitted to 
Kublai. A description of the very an- 
cient capital (now submerged) of this 
Bengal, has, fortunately, been met with. 
Siberia, a name which conveys to most 
readers, the idea but of frost and exile, 
will be found in summer (which season 
only is here described) a most magnifi- 
cent region in many parts; the cradle of 
the greatest conquerors recorded in his- 
tory; a country unknown to Russia_till 
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the sixteenth century; of greater extent 
than Europe; and so rich in zoology and 
botany, that the discovery of America, 
says Pennant, has scarcely imparted a 
greater number of objects to the natural- 
ist. The reader will tind that country, 
connected with China and India, from 
the earliest ages: and in the thirteenth 
century, vast invading armies, composed 
of Mongols, Persians, Chinese and Arabs, 
commanded by Timur Kaan, Governor 
of Yunkan, Eastern Bengal, and other 
elephant provinices, stationed in Siberia 
for many years, to Coniest upon the 
banks of the [rtish, and higher in the 
north, the possession of the most power- 
ful monarchy that has ever been known. 
No notice of these invasions has been met 
within any history of Russia or Siberia. 

“The history of Britain will be found 
to exhibit that province, while under the 
power of the Romans, as decmed of the 
greatest importance to these conquerors; 
and which is evinced by the many em- 
perors who visited and resided in the is- 
land, some of them with their families.-— 
The obstinate wars with the unsubdued 
Caledonians, lasted to the term of the 
Roman domination, and attracted the 
whole court of the empire to York, dur- 
ing the long residence in Britain of the 
three emperors, Severus, Caracalla, and 
Geta, the latter of whom had the com- 
mand of London. It was in the city of 
York, which was for three years the head 
quarters of the Roman Empire, that Seve- 
rus celebrated a triumph for his victo- 
ries in Parthia and Arabia: The great- 
ness of several of the British emperors, 
their powerful armies, fleet, and their 
conquests on the continent, attest the 
wealth of the island; and how justly the 
loss of its mines, its corn, and very nu- 
merous recruits for the Roman armies, 
(on the continent) was deplored. No 
other person having given a history of 
Britain with the views of the writer, a 
stronger light is thrown on that part of 
these researches, than has before been 
collected in a small compass; and never- 
theless every essential historical event 
that is extant is related. The most no- 
ble of the brutes, the elephant, will be 
found in great numbers, climbing the 
Alps with Hannibal and Asdrubal; cross- 
ing the mountains of Greece; and fight- 
ing with the Roman army under the com- 
mand of Acilius and Cato, against An- 
tiochus at Thermopyle; marching with 
the Emperor Claudius to the conquest 
of Britain; thirty-nine slain in one battle 
iu Spain; a hundred and forty employed 
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in a battle with the Carthagenians at 
Palermo; of which a great number was 
killed by the Romans, and above a hun- 
dred were captured. Thirteen hundred 
elephants at one time, and five hundred 
on another occasion, were led by the 
emperor Mamood against the king” of 
Cashgar, and supported the cold of ‘Yar- 
tary, when men and horses perished by 
its severity. The numbers possessed 
by the descendants of Genghis Khan 
would be incredible, if we did not know 
that all the elephant provinces east of 
Burrampocier were under their control, 
and that no monarchs on earth were 
ever so powerful. The variety and im- 
mense numbers of wild beasts destroyed 
in the circus and amphitheatre are re- 
corded by many historians. Hippota- 
mi, rhinoceroses, camelopards, and al- 
most every known quadruped, were em- 
ployed in these amusements; sometimes 
several thousands on a single occasion. 
On one day, forty elephants were exhi- 
bited in these cruel but grand sports, 
with which the Roman people were in- 
dulged for many centurics. 

“We learn, from a passage in St. 
Chrysostom, that the beasts intended for 
the public games were kept in the envi- 
rons of the cities; and Procopius makes 
particular mention of a spacious place in 
Rome, called the Vivarium, appropriated 
tothatuse- Agreeing with this custom, 
we have seen that remains have been 
found at Kew, Brentford, Ilford, and 
Romford, near London; at Kirkdale, near 
York; at Walton, near Colchester; at the . 
distance of three leagues from Verona; 
three leagues from Placentia, &c. This 
is too systematical to be accidental. The 
natural deaths of the animals, at these 
places, in a few centuries, would ac- 
count for great numbers of fossil remains, 
The reason why we seldom meet with 
the mention of games and spectacles 
given by the Romans, is, that those histo- 
rians whose works have reached us, 
deemed such subjects beneath their no- 
tice. ‘Few events during the second 
consulship of Nero, occurred worthy 
commemoration,’ says Tacitus, ‘unless 
any writer liked to fill pages in magnify- 
ing the foundations and wooden struc- 
ture of the new amphitheatre. But to 
the dignity of the Roman people it be- 
longs, that in their history should be in- 
serted illustrious events only; and in the 
city journals such descriptions as these.’ 
These city journals were posted in the 
streets of Rome. The writer has seen, 
he forgets in what book, a copy of one, 
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which contains as follows: ‘This morn- 
ing, Caius Julius Cesar departed for 
Betica, in South Spain, having since his 
appointment to that government, been 
detained in Rome by hiscreditors.? We 
have also seen that it was the policy of 
Cesar, and probably of other generals, 
not to diminish their fame by mentioning 
the merits ofthe elephants. * * * *° 

“it is more than two thousand years 
since elephants were brought by the 
Greeks and Romans into Europe; and 
how mary animals sincé that time may 
have been, in different parts of Europe, 
exhibited for the sake of private gain?’— 
All these skeletons, whatever their num- 
ber be, must be in existence. Those 
brought by land from Asia, before the 
discovery of the Cape, were probably 
large. An instance has scarcely occur- 
red within the knowledge of the writer, 
of abstruse theorists ever attributing a 
fossil animal to this source. The num- 
ber is possibly greater than all the re- 
mains that have been found. The same 
reasoning equally applies to other ani- 
mals.” 

What army brought mammoths to 
Ohio? 


Cure for Drunkenness.—The New Or- 


leans Mercantile Advertiser of the Sth 
August, says, that a Mr. Loisseau of that 
city, is now successfully engaged “in 
restoring to society and their friends, 
men and women who were sinking un- 
der the pernicious consequences of 
drinking.” ‘Mr. L. has radically cured 
five white adults, four coloured, and fif- 
teen slaves. Among the number thus 
operated upon, were one or two persons 
whom drinking had made mad—and sev- 
eral presented the most shocking ap- 
pearances in bloated limbs. Mr. Lois- 
seau has now thirteen patients under his 
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| hands; a part of whom it will take three 
| weeks to cure, whilst others may be dis- 
charged in ten days. The wages of a 
physician so valuable, who not only re- 
stores the body to all its wonted func- 
tions, but also reclaims the noble facul- 
ties of the mind—the wages of Mr. Lois- 
seau are graduated according to the cir- 
cumstances of those who employ him.” 


A vehicle, drawn by a new method, 
has been noticed on the way from Bris- 
tol to London, in England. It consisted 
of a light four-wheel carriage, in which 
were three persons, drawn by two kites. 
The gentleman belonging to it, was sta- 
ted to be Mr. Pocock, a teacher of ma- 
thematics at Bristol. The large kite, he 
said, was twenty feet high, covered with 
cambric muslin, with-tissue paper pasted 
over it, and painted; its height from the 
ground was 170 feet; the top, or piitt 
kite, was about the same distance from 
the first. The lowest kite was painted 
to represent a balloon. They were at- 
tached to the carriage by a moderate 
sized cord, each kite having a separate 
one; the cord of the pilot passing through 
the first, to enable the traveller, by pul- 
ling the string of the pilot, to raise the 
first sufficient to clear trees or other ob- 
structions by the side of the road. Un- 
der the carriage was a drum and apparat- 
us to wind the cord on, or tolet it out at 
pleasure, as necessary. The carriage 
was guided in the same manner as 2 
bath chair. Two gentlemen of Reading 
followed it from the World’s End Inna, in 
a one-horse chaise cart; and to keep up 
with it they were forced to gallop. Mr. 
Pocock said, in coming from Marlbo. 
rough, he many times went at the rate of 
18 or 20 miles an hour. 

[Mat. Intelligencer. 





Religious XLuntelligence. 


CHURCH IN CANADA: 


On the ninth of August, the Lord 
Bishop of Quebec, held a visitation 
in the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of Montreal; at which it was gratify- 
ing to observe, that all the Clergy 
of Lower Canada, with the excep- 
tion of three, were present. The 
visitation Sermon, in which the re- 


lative duties of Pastor and people, 
were most ably set forth, was 
preached by the Rev. S. S. Wood, 
Rector of Drummondville. The 
names of all the Clergy of the Pro- 
vince, (amounting in number to 25) 
were then called; when all those in 
attendance exhibited their letters of 
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Bishop delivered bis primary charge, 
of which it is sufficient to say, that it 
was replete with that Christian hu- 
mility, piety, and truly Apostolic 
feeling, which form the most promi- 
nent points in His Lordship’s cha- 
racter. 

The following reverend gentle- 
men were present:—Joseph Abbot, 
Missionary at Yamaska Mountain; 
William Abbot, Rector of St. An- 
drews; Amos Ansley, Rector of 
Hull and March; George Archbold, 
Assistant Minister at Quebec; Wil- 
liam Devereux Baldwin, Rector of 
St. John’s; John Bethume, Kector 
of Christ Church, Montreal; James 
Edmund Burton, Missionary at 
Rawdon, &c.; Charles Caleb Cot- 
ton, Missionary at Dunham; J. C. 
Driscoll, Missionary at Riviere de 
Loup, Nicolet, &c.; Jobn Jackson, 
Missionary at William Henry; Tho- 
mas Johnson, Missionary at Hatley; 
Clement Fall, Le Fevre; Doctor 
Mills, Evening Lecturer at Quebec; 
Edward Parkin, Missionary at 
Chambly; James Reid, Missionary 
at St. Armands; Edmund Willough- 
by Sewell, Minister of the Chapel of 
the Holy Trinity at Quebec; Brook 
Bridges Stevens, Evening Lecturer 
at Montreal; Jonathan Taylor, Mis- 
sionary at Eaton; Mecaiah Town- 
send, Missionary at Caldwell and 
Christie Manor; Richard Whitwell, 
Missionary at Shefford; Samuel 
Simpson Wood, Rector of Drum- 
mondville. 


VEPERY CHURCH AND MISSION 
SCHOOLS. 

A Gorrespondent who was pre- 
sent at the examination, (says the 
Madras Government Gazette of the 
29th December, 1825,) has oblig- 
ingly sent us the following notice: 

“We had the gratification of wit- 
bessing, on Saturday last, the open- 
ing of the new Church erected at 
Vepery, for the use of the missions 
of the venerable Society for promo- 
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ting Christian Knowledge. 
“The old Church has long been 
found very inadequate to the pro- 
per accommodation of the congre- 
gation assembling there, and has fall- 
en greatly to decay. ‘The Madras 
district committee, therefore, anx- 
ious for the welfare and efficiency 
of the society’s ancient establish- 
ment at Vepery, solicited the assist- 
ance of the parent society at home, 
and their representations bemg most 
earnestly supported by the late 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta, a liberal 
grant Of money was immediately 
voted, which, aided by the bounty of 
the Madras government, has ena- 
bled them to raise an edifice which 
is highly ornamental to this city, and 
which, when the fitting up of the in- 
terior shall have been completed, will 
be every way suitable to,.those holy 
purposes to which it is to be appro- 
priated, and worthy of the venerable 
society under whose auspices it has, 
by God’s blessing, been erected. 
“The Church is built in the style 
of architecture usually denominated 
Gothic. The roof is supported by 
pointed arches, which rest upon 
light and elegant columns: at the 
western end is a small tower; the 
tracery of the splendid window at 
the eastern end is highly finished 
and extremely beautiful. And we 
most sincerely congratulate all par- 
ties concerned in the choice and exe- 
cution of the plan, on the success of 
which has attended this first attempt 
to introduce into the ecclesiastical 
edifices in this Presidency a style of 
building so peculiarly adapted to 
the solemn uses of the sanctuary. 
‘The annual public examination 
of the children educated in the Eng- 
lish and Tamul schools of the Ve- 
pery mission, which was held in the 
Church, and which rendered the oc- 
casion of its opening to public in- 
spection yet more highly interesting, 
exhibited a scene calculated to ex- 
cite the most pleasing sensations in 
every benevolent mind. The num- 
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ber of children examined was, we 
believe, little short 6f 350. These 
are receiving the biessings of a 
Christian education, and we hope, 
are in a course of preparation for 
becoming useful members of socie- 
ty and heirs of eternal life. Some 
of them are clothed and supported 
from funds placed at the disposal of 
the mission. 

“After the children had joined in 
prayer and praise, the examination 
took place, ably conducted by the 
Rev. Mr. Roy, senior chaplain, as- 
sisted by the Rev. Dr. Rottler and 
the Rev Mr, Hanbroe, the sacieiv’s 
missionaries; and the state of profi- 
ciency to which many of the chil- 
dren appeared to have attained, un- 
der the Madras system of educa- 
tion, was not less gratifying to those 
who had the honour of beholding 
it, than creditable to the reverend 
missionaries by whose ability and 
zeal these cheering results have, 
under the favour of Divine Provi- 
dence, been produced. 

‘Medals and rewards of books, 
and other useful articles, were after- 
wards distributed amongst the best 
proficients in the varjous classes and 
departments, by Lady Munro; who, 
in addition to the honourary distinc- 
tions conferréd by the society, was 
pleased to present, to the best boy 
and the best girl respectively, a very 
handsome Bible and Prayerbook. 

“After having quit the Church, 
her ladyship and visiters proceeded 
to view the printing office, type 
foundry, and the various workshops 
of the society. Specimens of nee- 
dlework, knitting, writing, printing, 
book-binding, &c. prepared by those 
employed on the mission premises 
were exhibited, after which the com- 
pany separated, expressing the most 
unqualified approbation at the scene 
they had had the satisfaction of wit- 
nhessing.”” 

A Protestant Church has very re- 
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vine service is performed in the 
house of the Prussian minister.— 
Two clergymen preach alternately 
every Sunday, one in French and 
the other in German. 


FRANCE. 

Banishment of the Prince of 
Salm-Salm.—Prince Constantine @e 
Salm-Salm has embraced the F’ro- 
testant religion, and in conseguence 
has been banished from France.— 
This fact needs no comment. When 
the Prince received the official or- 
der Of government to leave the 
French territories, he is reported to 
have exclaimed, ‘Am I then in that 
France where liberty of conscience 
has béen proclaimed by charter?’ 





SABBATH IN PARIS. 
Extract of a letter from the Rev. Edw’ d. 
Robinson, dated Aug. 12, 1826, 

To those in whose minds the 
stilluess of the Sabbath morning and 
the music of the Sabbath bell, are 
wont to awaken emotions of peace 
and holy joy, the manner in which 
the Sabbath is regarded and spent 
in Paris, can excite no feelings but 
those of pain. It has probably re- 
sulted from the tendency of the 
Catholic belief, seconded, or rather 
aggravated, by the infidelity of the 
Revolution. The Sabbath here is 
merely a holy-day in the modern 
sense of the word,—a day of rest in- 
deed from toil, if we so choose, but 
a day to be devoted to amusement 
and recreation. As the Lord’s day, 
it is not known atall. All the plans 
of amusement for the rich refer for- 
ward to the Sabbath, as the day on 
which they are to be consummated. 
True, vou may see many of the 
shops Open, especially in the morn- 
ing, and often labourers at work; 
but this with them is a mere ques- 
tion ‘between interest and pleasure; 
and before the close of the day, those 
who in the morning were busy be- 
hind their counters, or at their la- 
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bours, are usually mingling in the 
crowds who are seeking recreation 
in the public gardens, or without the 
barriers. 

This state of things is directly 
fostered by the government. All 
those public places and institutions 
which can interest and amuse the 
people, are open on the Sabbath, 
and on the Sabbath only. The 
great gallery of the Louvre is thus 
open, and here the throng is im- 
mense, In passing along I have 
sometimes looked in, and have seen, 
at one time, not less than 6000 or 
8000 people in the gallery and in the 
rooms of statuary. The waters in 
the gardens of the Thuileries and 
of the Palais Royal play only on that 
day. This is also the case with the 
great fountains of St. Cloud and 
Versailles. A short time since, it 
was announced, that the king would 

o from St. Cloud to Versailles on 
the Sabbath and dine, and that the 
great fountains would play. The 
cyowd of course was immense. 

What will be the result of this 
gate of things, He only knows, who 
jas the hearts of all men in his 
hands. The French Protestant 
Church is awakening from its slum- 
bers;—it is distributing tracts and 
religious publications;—it is institu- 
ting Sabbath Schools. But France, 


/ where only one in thirty is a Protes- 


tant, is not like America, where al- 
most all are Protestants, and many 
are the descendants of the pilgrims. 
France is indeed missionary ground; 
and the little band of actual Chris- 
tians in her bosom, need and merit 
the sympathy, the aid, the prayers, 
of all those friends of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom, whose lot has fallen 
in more pleasant places, and who 
dwell in happier climes.—[WV. Y. O. 


— 
THE BIBLE MADE WELCOME IN 
BRAZIL. - 


A letter frem a sea Captain, ad- 
dressed to one of the Secretaries of 











the Liverpool Auxiliary Bible Soci- 
ety, gives an account of his distri- 
buting 5 Bibles and 25 Testaments 
in the town of Santos, Brazil, not ve- 
ry remote from Rio Janeiro. With 
the exception of two which he gave 
away, he sold all the Testaments 
at 2s. (of our money) each, and 
says, “It is my opinion, that twice if 
not thrice the number, would soon 
have been disposed of, had I posses- 
sed so many. I was given to un- 
derstand that the Scriptures were 
very scarce; and was requested, if I 
ever returned, to bring more.— 
Though the town is but small, thoy 
have two schools, which are very 
well attended; and I was informed 
that most of the New Testaments 
were intended for boys attending 
those schools. I was happy to hear, 
that, by these, a few copies at least 
would be brought into public notice, 
which will, I hope, increase the de- 
mand.”—I J6. 


HAWATI. 
Extract ofa Letter from Mr. Goodrich 
to the corresponding Secretary. 
Byron’s Bay, Nov. 11,1825. 
My DEAR sIR: 

Since the visit of Lord Byron to 
this place, the harbor, having been 
accurately surveyed under his direc- 
tion, has received his name, and is 
called Byron’s Bay—a name, which 
is, I believe, universally approved 
by the members of the mission. 

The kindness of Lord Byron to the 
different members of this mission, you 
have doubtless learnt from others. 
When I was at Oahu, last spring, he 
very kindly offered me a passage in 
the frigate to this place. After 
lying here a month, refitting his 
ship, the same kind invitation was 
given to Mr. Ruggles and family to 
go with him to Oahu, and was ac- 
cepted. 

The state of things at this station 
is very interesting. The house of 
public worship will not contain half 
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that assemble to hear the word of 
life. The chiefs have lately begun 
to build a new meeting house of 
much larger dimensions. Schools 
are rapidly increasing in all the east- 
ern half of this island; and all that 
seems to be wanting, is books and 
teachers. I am unable to supply one 
twentieth part of the calls for books. 
Some have already left the school, 
commenced by us akout ten months 
since, and have gone out to teach 
others; and many other teachers are 
immediately wanted. I have taken 
eight or ten persons from different 
lands to educate for teachers, who, 
finding their own food, are no ex- 
pense to the mission. Most of them 
will soon be qualified to commence 
the business of instruction. A wide 
field of usefulness is open here on 
either hand. A population of nearly 
40,000 souls have open ears to hear 
the Gospel. And must they be left 
to perish, with their hands uplifted 
to heaven, crying for some one to 
come, and show them the way to 
eternal joy and peace? Must they 
be left to perish, because American 
Christians have exhausted their 
charities? Cannot the churches of 
my dear native land afford to send 
out one, to take part with me in this 
ministry of reconciliation? We do 
earnestly long to have some one as- 
sociated with us, with whom we may 
take sweet counsel, and who may aid 
in proclaiming the good news of sal- 
vation by Jesus Christ. We find it 
quite trying to be left alone, so far 
from all our brethren: and yet we 
cannot think of leaving our schools, 
and the crowded house of worship 
on the Sabbath. I hope that the 
time is not far distant, when the good 
people of America will feel able to 
support another laborer in this whit- 
ening field. HonoriilI find to be a 
valuable assistant: he continues to do 
well. I subscribe myself your friend 
and servant in the bonds of the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus. 
JoszpH GoopRIcu. 

VOL, 8..4..N0. 3,017. 
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Letter from Pitcairn’s Island to the Rev. 
Hiram Bingham. 

The singular manner, in which 
Pitcairn’s Island has become the a- 
bode of Christian people, is too well 
known to most of our readers to be 
here described. Such, however, as 
have not the history of the island in 
distinct recollection, are referred to 
p- 23 of our xxth volume. 

The object of the following letter 
to Mr. Bingham, of the Sandwich 
Island mission, is sufficiently explain- 
ed by the letter itself.—[ Miss. Reg. 


Pitcairn’s Island, July 20, 1824. 

Reverend Sir,—By the desire of 
John Adams, and the other inhabi- 
tants of this place, I write these few 
lines to inform you of our great need 
of a minister of the Gospel; and 
should esteem it a great kindness if 
you would endeavour to help us 
with one as soon as possible, as we 
are now here as sheep without a 
shepherd. 

The inhabitants of this place are 
fast increasing, being at present fifty- 
nine. We use our poor and imper- 
fect endeavours to worship our 
Maker; but still we are in great want 
of an ordained minister, to adminis- 
ter the holy ordinances of baptism 
and the Lord’s supper, and to in- 
struct us in the performance of our 
duty. I stopped at this island, by 
desire of the inhabitants, to assist in 
instructing them to read and write. 
I thank the Lord, that, since my ar- 
rival at this place, I have been con- 
vinced of the errors of my past life, 
and my chief desire is, to increase in 
the knowledge and love of God, and 
for others to do so also. When 
Capt. Henderson arrived here in the 
ship Hercules of Calcutta, and 
brought a supply of books and other 
articles, he brought a letter to say, 
that a minister was coming shortly. 
It is now between five and six years 
since, and we hear of no one being 
sent. 

So if you would endeavour to send 
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us one, you would greatly oblige us 
all. And I think, by the help of 
God, it will be the means of saving 
many souls, and a blessing to the 
pastor, if we should have the happi- 
ness to see one arrive. We wil! 
make his residence as comfortable 
as shall be in our power. 
(Signed) Joun Apams, 
Joun Burrerr. 

Rev. Hiram Bingham. 


ed 


UNITED BRETHREN’S MISSIONS. 


A Gewnerat Synod of the Brethren’s 
Church was, last year, held at Herrn- 
hutt, in Germany, on which occasion 
the Directors of the Missions present- 
ed the following summary view of 


The last Seven Years’ Proceedings. 

The period. of seven years, which 
has elapsed since the last Synod of 
the Church of the Brethren in 1818, 
has been a time of much activity in 
regard to our missions, and replete 
with proofs of the wonder-working 
grace of our God and Saviour; inso- 
much, that, in reviewing it, we stand 
astonished, and feel excited to praise 
‘and thanksgiving to him who has 
done so much for the promotion of 
his glory throughout the whole ex- 
tent of our missionary labour. 

The continual extension of our 
missions in all parts occasioned an 
annual expenditure of between 50,- 
000 and 60,000 rix-dollars (35,000 
and 40,000 dellars:) and it some- 
times appeared, as if we might al- 
most lose courage, and feel our faith 
failing, as to the possibility of con- 
tinuing either to provide for the ne- 
cessary current expenses, or to pay 
off a debt of about 20,000 rix dollars, 
which, as an accumulating burden, 
lay heavy upon us. But praise be 
to the Lord our Saviour, who has 
yet enabled us to bear and remove 
it! The general disposition to pro- 
mote the cause of missions, which of 
late manifested itselfin Great Britain 
and Ireland, and on the continent of 
Europe, had that effect, that it direct- 
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ed the attention of the friends of 
missions to the labours of the Breth- 
ren also. Thus the Associations of 
friends in England and Scotland were 
formed, who most generously used 
evycry means to further and support 
the work; and it is principally owing 
to their liberal exertions, that the 
state of our missionary fund has been 
so much improved. We are like- 
wise greatly indebted to considerable 
contributions from our friends in 
Wuertemberg, Prussia, Saxony, 
and Switzerland; and, as far as un- 
der the pressure of unfavourable cir- 
cumstances could be afforded, to our 
friends and brethren in the northern 
kingdoms of Europe, and in North 
America. But as, under every con- 
sideration, the Brethren’s missions 
among the heathen, from their very 
commencement, have been a work 
of faith, so they will continue to be; 
and it is ourduty, amidst a conscious- 
ness of our own weakness, childlike- 
ly to look for help to that Lord, who 
fulfils all his purposes, and has num- 
berless ways and means at command 
to accomplish whatever may be pro- 
fitable for his kingdom. Those 
things, that appear impossible to 
man, are the least of his operations. 

During the seven years alluded to, 
thirty-six missionaries have departed 
to eternal rest; and forty-five have 
been obliged, on account of age and 
infirmities, to retire from the labour: 
one hundred and twenty-seven are 
now employed in thirty-four settle- 
ments. 

Greenland.—The missionaries 
had long ago contemplated the pro- 
priety of forming a new settlement in 
the southern district, ,near Staaten- 
huck; and by occasion of a recon- 
noitering journey, undertaken by 
brother Kleinschmidt, from Lichte- 
nau, circumstances appeared so in- 
viting, that the Elders’ Conference 
of the Unity was induced to apply 
for permission to establish a fourth 
missionary settlement in Greenland, 
which the king of Denmark kindly 











granted in 1822: the necessary pre- 
liminaries having been settled, ina 
conversation with brother Klein- 
schmidt, during his visit to us in 
1824, a beginning was made to form 
a new settlement, called Fredericks- 
thal, on the Koenigsbach, or King’s- 
brook: more difficulties appear to 
attend the commencement of this 
mission, than formerly that at Lich- 
tenau. Brother Jacob Beck, who 
had served the Greenland mission 
above fifty years, did not live to see 
this new prospect for the benefit of 
his dear Greenlanders open to his 
view. 

Labrador.—During the summer 
of 1818, the brig Jemima sailed for 
the last time to Labrador. The new 
ship Harmony, on her first voyage, 
carried out five new assistants in the 
mission. In 1820, the missionaries 
at Nain celebrated the anniversary 
of the safe passage of the ship, sail- 
ing to and from our Labrador settle- 
ments, for fifty years. Security also 
was obtained for the uninterrupted 
possession of a considerable portion 
of the coast, through the kindness of 
the British government, to prevent 
disturbance to the mission. In 1819, 
the Epistles of the Apostles were 
printed in Esquimaux, by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society; and, in 
1823, a new Esquimaux hymn book, 
by the Brethren’s Society for the 
Furtherance of the Gospel in Lon- 
don, the use of which has been of 
great benefit to our congregatiuns in 
Labrador. 

North America.—The mission at 
Goshen, on the Muskingum, was 
given up in 1822; the few remaining 
Christian Indians having removed to 
New Fairfield in Canada: the con- 
gregation of Christian Delawares at 
that place has, of late, walked wor- 
thy of the Gospel. Among the 
Cherokees, the labour of the Bre- 
thren in the instruction of youth has 
produced much fruit, after patiently 
waiting thirteen years for this bless- 
ed effect; a visit of our aged brother, 














1826. NORTH AMERICA. i83 







Abraham Steiner, to Spring-place, 
who laid the foundation of that mis- 
sion twenty years ago, was not with- 
out profit; and, in the year 1821], a 
new mission was begun at Oochgel- 
oghy: but if the translocation of the 
Cherokee nation to the Missouri, 
west of the Mississippi, should be 
effected by the State of Georgia, the 
future situation of the mission among 
the Cherokees cannot be foreseen. 
In North Carolina, a small congre- 
gation of negroes has been formed, 
consisting of 18 baptised adults, 
with several candidates and baptised 
children: about the end of June 1823, 
the new church, near Salem, destined 
for the negroes, was consecrated, 
and brother Abraham Steiner is now 
their regular minister. ‘In 1823, the 
North American Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel divided 
itself into two branches; one meeting 
at Bethlehem, and the other at Sa- 
lem in North Carolina—both acting 
in the same spirit. 

Guiana.—In 1821, the attempt 
made by the Brethren in Surinam, 
to preach the Gospel to the negroes 
on the river Neukeur, was neces- 
sarily abandoned. On the 2Ist of 
January in the same year, our mis- 
sionary establishment in the town of 
Paramaribo, experienced a remark- 
able preservation from destruction, 
during the well known terrible con- 
flagration. Sommelsdyk was dis- 
posed of in the year 1818; but 
whether it might not be adviseable to 
establish a small settlement there, as 
a filial to that at Paramaribo, may 
deserve consideration. 

British West-India Islands.— 
The progress of our missions has 
been particularly encouraging dur- 
ing the abovementioned period. 
Even in Barbadoes, more hunger 
and thirst after the word of God, ap- 
peared, than ever before, since the 
commencement of the Brethren’s 
labours in that island: the mission- 
aries were invited to 20 different 
plantations; and a proprietor, Mr. 
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Edmund Haynes, resolved to build 
a chapel and residence for a mission- 
ary, on his estate, Mount Chance, 
the Colonial Legislature granting 
permission that a new missionary 
settlement of the United Brethren 
should be formed at that place. In 
St. Kitt’s, the new settlement at Be- 
thesda was occupied by a resident 
missionary in the year 1820; and the 
negroes of that neighbourhood ex- 
press a very sincere desire to be in- 
structed in the way of salvation. In 
Jamaica, Carmel was sold in 18235 
and a new settlement made at Fair- 
field in Mayday-hills: at New Eden, 
a new church was built, and conse- 
crated in 1820: at Williamsfield, the 
proprietor, Mr. Hall, built a church, 
for the accommodation of his ne- 
groes; who are served with the Gus- 
pel by the missionary of our church 
residing at Irwin: by commission of 
the Elders’ Conference of the Unity, 
brother Lewis Stobwasser went to 
Jamaica, and spent about a year, in 
1823 and 1824, in visiting all our 
missionary stations in that island, 
God granting his blessing to rest on 
his labours: a new settlement will be 
formed at Hopeton, by invitation of 
the proprietor, Mr. Hutchinson 
Scott. In Antigua, two new stations 
have been established; Newfield in 
1818, and Cedarhall in 1822; and a 
chapel built at Mountjoy, for the use 
of the Brethren: much has been done 
toward the establishment of Sunday 
schools, for the negro children; and 
more is in contemplation. 

Danish West-india Islands.— 
During the abovementioned period, 
no fewer than 34 brethren and sisters 
were Called to serve our missions in 
St. Thomas, St. Croix, and St. Jan, 
of whom 13 departed this life; some 
of them soon after their arrival, and 
in the prime of life. In 1819, the 
new church at Friedensfield was 
consecrated. In 1820, the ship- 
wreck and remarkable preservation 
of brother Gloeckler and his party, 
near the island of Ter Shilling on 
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the coast of Holland, created much 
sympathy in all our congregations. 
During the dreadful conflagration in 
the town of St. Thomas, on the 12th 
of February 1825, the mission house 
and church were mercifully spared: 
but many free negroes belonging to 
the congregation at Niesky, lost their 
ail. In general, we must add, that 
the want of trade and scarcity of 
money in these three islands creates 
some anxiety in our minds, as it re- 
spects the future support of our 
missions, 

South Africa.—The new church 
at Groenekloof was consecrated in 
the year 1818. Enon, onthe Witte 
Revier, was destroyed by the Caflres 
in 1819; but, in the following year, 
rose, as it were, out of its ashes, 
more beautiful than before: our mis- 
sionaries at that place report, that 
the Caffres have lately shown a de- 
sire to become obedient to the Gos- 
pel. In 1823, a new opportunity 
was afforded to the Brethren at the 
Cape, to serve their neighbours with 
the Gospel; the Hospital for Lepers 
at Hemel en Aarde being placed by 
the governor under the care of the 
brethren, and a missionary being ap- 
pointed to superintend it. A new 
place, formerly called Vogelstruis- 
kraal, on the New-Year’s river, to 
which we have given the name of 
Elim, was purchased for a mission- 
ary Station; and occupied by two 
married missionaries, on the |2th of 
May 1824. The damage done by 
the rust (smut or mildew,) in the 
corn, by drought and inundations, 
and the consequent distress among 
the Hottentots, are still fresh in our 
recollection; as well as the sympathy 
and generous participation manifest- 
ed throughout the whole Unity, and 
among our dear friends in Great 
Britain and on the continent. 

Calmucks.—We turn with pain- 
ful sensations to the steppes or plains 
on the river Wolga, and to the hordes 
of Calmucks which occupy them. 
Long had our Brethren laboured in 
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vain, when, by the Lord’s blessing, 
the best success began to crown 
their exertions, by the commence- 
ment ofa true and powerful awaken- 
ing of heart in several families; par- 
ticularly in Sodnom, whose increas- 
ing knowledge, both of himself and 
of the saving Gospel of Christ, pro- 
duced effects most encouraging to 
others, who followed his example 
Unexpectedly, all our promising 
hopes appeared blighted, by a pro- 
hibition to baptize the converts; the 
Greek church claiming it as her own 
sole right. A journey undertaken, 
amidst much peril and difficulty, by 
the brethren Zwick and Schill, with 
a view to distribute those parts of the 
Scriptures which had been translated 
into Mongolian, furnished still fur- 
ther proof, that, for the present, no- 
thing could be effected in promoting 
this important cause. 

Tie Directors thus close their 
survey. 

If we take a general view of the 
congregations gathered by our Lord, 
through the instrumentality of the 
Church of the Brethren, consisting 
of upwards of 33,000 converts un- 
der her care, we surely may rejoice 
over so many souls gained for Christ 
from among the gentiles. By his 
blessing, the fruits are increasing and 
ripening; and, notwithstanding many 
failingsand much imperfection, these 
congregations may, with truth, bear 
the name of Christian. It is this 
which supports the confidence of 
our missionaries, animates their 
zeal, and strengthens their hope, that 
the Lord our Saviour will know how 
to perfect the good work, which, by 
his Spirit, he has begun in the hearts 
of the converted heathen. And how 
many hundreds and thousands are 
even now stretching forth their 
hands, and calling on our church to 
send messengers of peace unto them 
also! 

All true members of the Bre- 
thren’s church will, no doubt, be 
carnest in prayer and supplication to 
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the Lord, that he would not suffer 
us to want brethren and sisters, who, 
from a right impulse and from love 
to their Saviour, are ready to enter 
upon the labour, that they may gain 
souls for him—that he would lead 
and keep all our congregations, col- 
lected from among the heathen, in 
the way of life everlasting—that he 
would open more doors for us, in 
countries in which his holy name is 
not yet known—that he would grant 
us, as hitherto, the means of defray- 
ing the great expense attending our 
missionary exertions—and that he 
would give us faithful and diligent 
men to superintend these important 
concerns. We commend ourselves 
to the prayers of all vur brethren 
and friends. 
INDIA: 
Influence of a Bengalee translation of the 
Scriptures. 

The following facts, witnessed at 
Dinagepore, a city of Bengal, 240 
miles north of Calcutta, were related 
by Lieut. Col. Phipps, at the late 
anniversary ofthe British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

I was travelling about four years 
ago ina remote district in Bengal, 
and came to the house of a gentle- 
man belonging to Portugal. I found 
him reading the Scriptures in the 
Bengalee to seventy or eighty 
people, men, women, and children, 
of that country, who were all very 
attentive. This gentleman told me 
that he had been led to employ some 
of his leisure moments in this way; 
‘and to-morrow,” said he, “as you 
pass my farm, mention my name, 
and they will procure you a bed; and 
you will then see the effects of read- 
ing the Scripture.” The next day 
I called at his estate, where I saw 
one hundred men, women, and 
children, who had all become con- 
verts to Christianity within three or 
four years. [inquired how they were: 
they appeared delighted; and thought 
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it happy for them that Luropeans 
had translated the Scriptures, that 
they might read in their own tongue 
the wonderful works of God. I had 
some intercourse, also, with an ofh- 
cial person in that disirict; and I 
mention it because some persons tell 
you that nothing is doing by mission- 
aries. I asked the magistrate what 
was the conduct of these Christians; 
and he said, “There is something in 
them that excites astonishment: the 
inhabitants of this district are parti- 
cularly known as being so litigious 
and troublesome that they have 
scarcely any matter but what they 
bring into courts of justice: but, dur- 
ing three or four years, not one of these 
people has brought a cause against 
any one, or any one against them.” 
I mention this to show that Christi- 
anity will produce, in all countries, 
peace and happiness to those who 
know the truth as it is in Jesus. 


CEYLON. 
Beneficial effects of the Scriptures. 

The interesting facts, which we 
now give in relation to Ceylon, were 
related by the Rev. W. B. Fox, 
before the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. 

The natives of Ceylon were un- 
der the dominion of Europeans for 
two huncred and fifty years before 
their conquerors gave them any part 
of the word of God; and it was not 
till this Society arose, that they had 
versions of the Scriptures. 

I beg to relate one very striking 
circumstance respecting the first 
labours of this Sogiety in Ceylon: 
300 copies of St. Matthew were cir- 
culated, and one of them fell into the 
hands of the second person in the 
island: he was one who had ridden 
on the white elephant, and had been 
raised to the highest honours in the 
Buddhist priesthood: it is usual for 
them to have a great feast three 
times a year, in which they read in 
the Buddhist writings of the five 
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one of these is read by the chief per- 
son, as an introduction to the busi- 
ness of the day; having obtained the 
Gospel of St. Matthew, he had read 
it, and was struck with it; and, on 
this occasion, he read the Gospel 
before the meeting: this gentleman 
is now become a clergyman of the 
Established Church. 

When the Scriptures were com- 
pleted, it was supposed that the 
Cingalese would not receive them: 
but a number of schools had been 
established; and, as soon as the first 
edition came out, the copies were 
taken up by them. There are now 
20,000 persons who can read the 
sacred volume; and, by the liberal 
supplies of this Society, within 18 
months one in every fifty speaking 
this language will have a copy. 

There are a number of persons 
descended from the Portuguese, 
who are as black as jet; but their 
language remains, and it seems like- 
ly to continue in use. This most 
simple of all languages, which may 
be learned in a few weeks, is spoken 
by persons along an extent of 2,609 
miles; and it has been honoured, by 
the Society giving to these scattered 
tribes who speak it, a complete 
copy of the New Testament in their 
own dialect. 

So great has been the effect of 
the Scriptures, that there are now 
whole parishes, in which there are 
heathen temples, but no worship- 
pers; and the inhabitants offered, a- 
bout four months ago, a Buddhist 
temple for Christian worship. But 
the most singular thing which I have 
seen, is the destruction of caste, that 
horrid monster which had dominion 
over all India; and, while all ages 
have shown that it is. not by might 
nor by power, but by the Spirit of 
the Lord, it is true that.in the same 
degree that the book of Revealed 
Truth has circulated, caste has hid 
its head. 

As I was travelling in a jungle in 
the dead of the night, which is the 






































































































usual time for travelling, I heard a 
voice reading. I drew near to the 
cottage, and found that the party was 
reading the word of God. TI put a- 
side the leaves of which the cottage 
was composed, and saw the whole 
groupe, consisting of three or four 
generations, sitting on the ground, 
while a youth was reading the four- 
teenth of St. John. I waited in si- 
lence, to see the result; and, at the 
conclusion, the boy began to invoke 
the divine blessing on what he had 
read; one of the petitions was very 
remarkable: he prayed that God 
would make larger the ears of his 
grandmother. I suppose, from this 
circumstance, that his poor relative 
was so deaf that she could not hear 
those truths which he admired him- 
self. These instances were former- 
ly rare, but they are now spreading 
over the whole land. 

I would also state, that the Bur- 
mese received their books from 
Ceylon: they were in the Pali lan- 
guage. ‘The very first spice which 
they had of Buddhism went from 
Ceylon; and there seems the highest 
probability, that, as they had heathen- 
ism from Ceylon, they will have 
Christianity from thence—the Scrip- 
tures being now about to be printed 
in the Pali language, which is consi- 
sidered so sacred, that nothing writ- 
ten in that language will ever be de- 
stroyed. They willshortly be sent a- 
mong the Burmese, and we know 
not what will be the consequence: 
but mercy has followed the British 
arms; and the probability is, that the 
time is arrived when that door shall 
be opened which shall be shut no 
more. 


BIBLE IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
Ata meeting of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, the Rev. Dr. 
Philip who had been for several years 
a resident at Cape Town, gave the 
following description of the readiness 
with which the inhabitants of that 
country received the scriptures. 
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Among the colonists, I have met 
with no class of persons who have 
not thankfully received the Scrip- 
tures; and many instances of the 
beneficial effects resulting from their 
distribution have, from time to time, 
come under my own observation. 
Among those in South Africa who 
prize the Bible, I cannot omit men- 
tioning the descendants of the French 
Protestants, who were driven from 
their country by the revocation of 
the edict of Nantz: there is perhaps 
no part of Great Britain itsegwhere 
the cause of the Bible Society is 
more warmly espoused than amidst 
the beautiful and picturesque vallies 
in which this interesting people re- 
side: the European inhabitants of 
these vallies preferred the wilds of 
Africa and a good conscience to the 
advantages of civilized life, when they 
could no longer worship God accord- 
ing to their apprehensions of the na- 
ture ofthe worship which he requires; 
and the God whom they served has 
blessed the descendants of those 
noble confessors, both with temporal 
and spiritual blessings, in a manner 
that I never could contemplate but 
with the liveliest sensations of grati- 
tude and delight. 

On a late journey into the interior 
of Africa, in which I travelled 2,500 
miles; I took with me as many Bibles 
and ‘estaments as I could carry in 
my wagon; and ifI had had three 
times the number I could have dis- 
posed of them all. In many instan- 
ces, when my stock was nearly ex- 
hausted, and after I had no more 
left to give away, Bibles and Testa- 
ments were as earnestly pleaded for 
as the starving medicant asks for an 
alms. 


SPEECHES OF HOTTENTOTS. 


The Rev. Dr. Philip, before his 
departure from South Africa, attend- 
ed a meeting of an Auxiliary Bible 
Society at Theopolis, where he took 
the following notes of speeches de- 
livered by natives on that occasion. 
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The Chairman, Jan Tzatzoe, of 
the royal family of Hinza, opened the 
business of the day by calling the at- 
tention of the meeting to the former 
condition of the Hottentots and 
Caffres. He remarked, that they 
were without the Bible, without God, 
and without hope in the world: he 
then noticed in a feeling manner, the 
kindness which strangers had mani- 
fested to them, in sending among 
them that Book which is able to make 
them wise unto salvation: others, he 
observ@@, are still destitute of the 
word of God; and he called on the 
meeting to assist in sending them the 
Bible. 

William Platges—The Bible, he 
remarked, had taught him that he 
was a sinner; that he was born blind; 
that he was within a hair’s breadth 
of destruction; that Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners; 
and that he was led to esteem the 
Bible as the greatest of blessings. 
He added—We are poor; but out of 
poverty let us endeavour to help 
others, by aiding the Bible Society 
in giving them the scriptures. 

Piet Spfandal said, that he had 
thought the Bible was greatly need- 
ed in the Colony; but, on a late 
journey into the interior with the 
Rev. Dr. Philip, he had discovered 
others who needed it still more. First, 
he noticed the Bosjesmans, whom he 
described as being in the greatest 
consternation; always watching the 
movements of men, who shoot them 
like wild beasts: those, he said, enjoy 
no consolation: from what he ob- 
served when he was among them, he 
thought that they were capable of 
being instructed in its (the Bible’s) 
contents; for, when he tried to con- 
vey to them an idea of its first prin- 
ciples, he saw tears running down 
their cheeks. He next adverted to 
the Bootsuannas: their numbers de- 
mand an immense number of Bibles: 
he added—A field is open for the 
distribution of the Bible among them, 
of which he could give the meeting 
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no idea. These, he said, all must 
have the Bible; for its contents must 
be published to all nations. He ad- 
ded I have witnessed the effects of 
the Bible among the Griquas: they 
had been at enmity with one another, 
the inhabitants of Guiqua Town 
against the Bergaaners, and the Ber- 
gaaners against them: he could as- 
sure the meeting, that when Dr. 
Philip pointed out to them, from the 
Bible, the impropriety of their con- 
duct, they all felt it, all wept, and ail 
promised to attend, to the dictates of 
the Gospel of peace. This, he said, 
he had witnessed with his own eyes; 
and he was ready to support the 
Bible Society to the utmost of his 
power. 

Piet Comfhher—I shall not trouble 
the meeting long; for if we had 
commenced early in the morning, 
the Bible is of such importance that 
we could not have done justice to the 
subject by night. I remember that 
my brother-in-law (now present, and 
who has since learned the value of 
the Bible himself,) once asked me, 
“Why do you take so much pains to 
read the Bible?”” My answer was, 
‘‘Because it teaches me the will of 
God; and, without the knowledge of 
its contents, there is no salvation for 
the soul:” this was years ago; and 
my esteem for that book is not di- 
minished, but increased, as my mind 
has become more enlightened. To 
the Bible we are indebted for the in- 
structions which we receive from the 
missionaries: and to the Bible Society 
we are indebted for the Bibles which 
we hold in our hands. We are 
bound to assist the Bible Society. 

William Vallentyn—I know I 
speak the feelings of all, when I say 
we are all willing to assist the Bible 
Society to the utmost of our power. 
We all feel it to be a duty of those 
who enjoy the benefit of God’s word, 
to aid that Society which furnishes 
us with Bibles. We have a Society 
for the relief of our poor: we have 
formed a Missionary Society: we 








have much to do for the improve- 
ment of the station: and we have our 
families to support. Nothing would 
give us greater pleasure than to es- 
tablish an Auxiliary Bible Society, if 
there be a prospect of supporting it: 
we, however, pledge ourselves to do 
all we can, to aid the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, and to manifest 
our gratitude for the benefits which 
we and our children derive from it. 
IRELAND. 

The Dublin Christian Examiner 
for August says, that “within the 
last few years, from the exertions 
making to promote education, a 
vast number of persons have left 
the Church of Rome in Ireland; 
some of whom had been educated 
for the priesthood.” 

The same publicatiqg states, that 
“although there are 2400 parishes 
in Ireland, there are not more than 
about 1200 benefices, and at most 
perhaps 1800 clergymen;” and 
adds, ‘surely so small a budy, even 
if they were all efficient, cannot pos- 
sibly supply the spiritual wants of 
those millions of accountable beings 
who are committed to their care, 
hundreds of thousands of whom, in- 
cluding many Protestant families, 
are completely destitute of scriptu- 
ral instruction, and unfurnished with 
that volume which is able to make 
them wise unto salvation.”” The 
writer urges the establishment of a 
Church Missionary Society for Ire- 
land, to supply, in some measure, 
these great wants. 

Several new Protestant churches 
have recently been erected in Ire- 
land, and others are now erecting. 
Three have been lately consecrated 
in the diocese of Derry. <A chapel 
was lately consecrated in Cullen’s 
wood, near Dublin, capable of con- 
taining upwards of seven hundred 
persons, which, with a parsonage 
house, a male and female school 
house, and a residence for the 
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schoolmaster and mistress, were 
Vor, a a 3,——18 


built at the sole expense of George 
Sanford, Esq. who subsequently 
endowed the chaplaincy with #1000; 
amounting altogether to #5000. 


a 


DOMESTIC. 


EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

In our last No. $65 42 were stated to 
have been received from Rev. J. Gram- 
mer The money was only received 
through Mr. Grammer; it being a contri- 
bution from the Ladies’ Auxiliary Socie- 
ty of Petersburg, Va. 

The Female Auxiliary Society of Alex- 
andria, has constituted the Rev. George 
A. Smith a life member of the Society, 
by the payment of $30. 





ORDINATION. 
In the Fork’d Church, Hanover coun- 
t , Va., on Wednesday the 20th ulto., 
the Right Rev. Richard C. Moore, D D. 
admitted the Rev. Joun Cooks, deacon, 
to the holy order of Priests. 





OBITUARY. 

Diep, on the 28th of September, 
1826, in this City, the Rev. Josern 
Prerson, of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, late Rector of St. Pe- 
ter’s Church, Washington, North 
Carolina. The following is taken 
from the address delivered in St, 
John’s Church, on the day of his in- 
terment: 

«We are told in the word of in- 
spiration that ‘the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ 
We have before us the evidence of 
the former in the death of our de- 
parted friend and reverend brother. 
Cut down in the morning of his 
days, and gathered to his fathers, 
we shall see his face no more until 
the morning of the resurrection.— 
For nearly six thousand years, has. 
Death, the last enemy of man, smit- 
ten the generations of our apostate 
race, and consigned the countless 
millions that have gone before us, 
to the silent mansions of the dead, 
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us. <A few days since, he left the 
people of his charge, and came to 
our city, on his way to visit the 
place of his nativity, and gladden 
the heart of an aged widowed mo- 
ther, flushed with health, and joy 

fully anticipating the happy meeting 
which he expected soon to realize. 
But God, the supreme arbiter of 
all events, had ordered it otherwise. 
On the fourth day after his arrival, 
he was attacked with the fatal dis- 
ease which for several weeks rioted 
upon his frame, and at last stopped 
the pulse of life and closed his eyes 
forever. Whether he now enjoys 
that eternal life which is the gift of 
God through Jesus Christ, remains 
to be known by us when the last 
enemy shall be destroyed, when 
death shall be swallowed up in -vic- 
tory, and all appear at the righteous 
tribunal of Him who once died upon 
the cross for us, but who is now tiie 
Judge of quick and dead. But on 
this subject we cannot for a mo- 
ment entertain a doubt; for in the 
many and repeated declarations 
that fell from his lips, of his ardent 
love and sincere attachment to his 
dear Redeemer, and his willingness 
to commit his immortal soul in:v 
his hands for eternity, we have 
abundant evidence of his fellowship 
with Christ, and of his reception in- 
to the mansions of the blessed. 

‘«‘He bore his long protracied sick- 
ness with uncommon Christian pa- 
tience. Not a murmur escaped 
his lips, not even a groan was heard, 
until called to struggle with the king 
of terrors, when his agonizing fraine 
extorted from his quivering lips the 
expression of extreme pam and 
suffering. 

“The throes of dissolving nature, 
when contending for existence with 
this mighty foe, however subdued 
the spirit may be to the obedience 
of Christ, will always testify its 
grief in the separation and yielding 
up of its immortal part. In this re- 
spect, the Christian and the unbe- 
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liever have alike to encounter the 
same pains, the same struggles, and 
the same giving up of the ghost.— 
But while the former 1s receiving 
continual support frem on high, and 
being jusutied by faith, enjoys peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the latter has nothing to 
soothe his heart and quiet his soul 
from the alarming apprehensions 
and fearful forebodings of the un- 
tried scenes of another world. To 
the one, light springeth up in dark- 
ness, the hght of God’s reconciled 
eountenance, and cheers him on his 
way turough the valley and shadow 
of death, and at last gives him the 
victory over all his enemies;—to the 
other, no kind spirit lends its aid to 
initigate the anguish of the sting of 
death, or remove the thick and imn- 








| penetrable veil which overhangs his 
jfuture destiay. The one falls 
| asleep in Jesus, to awake up in his 
likeness, put on immortality, be ex- 
_alted at his right hand, and dwell 
| with him forever;—the other, build- 
ing on the baseless fabric of his own 
righicuusness, closes his eyes in 
death, launches forth on the ocean 
of eternity, buffets the billows, and 
contenus with Jehovah’s wrath, and 
finaily sinks inio the bottomless 
abyss, to rise no more forever. 

“Oh how rich, how inestimable is 
the Caristian’s hope! ‘He knows in 
whom he has believed, and is per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that 
which he has committed unto him 
igainst that day.’ This was strik- 
tugly verified in the sickness of our 
departed friend. Amid all the de- 
liriam that attended the burning fe- 
ver on his wasting frame, the sub- 
ject of religion at once appeared to 
call home his wandering mind, and 
restore his reason to its proper ex- 
ercise. 

* Although not so highly favoured 
with those clear views and bright 
prospects derived from the full as- 
surance of faith in his Saviour which 
many enjoy, yet on the day of his 
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decease he declared his readiness 
to depart and be with Christ. We 
trust he has gone to receive his re- 
ward—a crown of unfading glory. 

“Ofthe manner and faithfulness 
with which he fulfilled the high 
commission conimitted to his trust, 
we can say nothing. To his breth- 
ren in the ministry, he sends this 
message: ‘Be strong in the Lord; 
be faithful unto death.’ 

“And here, my reverend brethren, 
on this solemn occasion, let us call 
to mind the duties devolving upon 
us ‘as ministers of Christ and stew- 
ards of the mysteries of God,’ and 
endeavour to renew our strength in 
the Lord. 

“The divine appointment of the 
gospel ministry to proclaim the 
knowledge of salvation to a perish- 
ing world, when received in all its 
various momentous consequences, 
is calculated to excite the deepest 
astonishment. 

‘Can lips of clay tell the wonders 
of redeeming love? Can a frail, 
sinful mortal speak to his dying 
brethren of the great things of eter- 
nity? 

‘The theme demands immortal tongues.’ 


Yes, brethren, notwithstanding all 
his weakness and insufficiency, God 
has been, pleased to ordain feeble, 
fallible man, to the high and holy 
office of an ambassador from Hea- 
ven—to appoint him to declare the 
will of Jehovah to the sinful inhabi 
tants of earth; on the faithful exe- 
cution of which commission, greatly 
depends not only his own salvation, 
but also the everlasting felicity of 
those to whom he is sent. Hence 
the vast importance of a right 
kngwledge of the various duties 
pertaining to the sacred ministry. 
’ Any lack of wisdom, of zeal, or de- 
ficiency of spiritual attainments in 
the divine life, will inevitably lead 
to consequences awful in their na- 
ture and effects upon both minister 
and people. 
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“Ii preaching the gospel to an 
apostate world, let us ever bear in 
mind that by the law is the know- 
ledge of sin; and that no sinner will 
ever embrace the Saviour in his 
is thoroughly and 
deeply convinced that he is under 
the condemnation of the law—until 
he sees and feels his perishing con- 
dition. And while it is the peculiar 
office of the Holy Spirit to convince 
the world of sin, it is noless our du- 
ty loudly to proclaim, that he that 
believeth not is condemned already; 
that ‘the wrath of God is revealed 
from Heaven against all ungodli- 

ess and unrighteousness of men;’ 
and that none can be saved except 
they repent and believe the gospel. 
For the accomplishment of this _all- 
important object, the only effectual 
means is the faithful preaching of 
Christ crucified. 


‘The law gave sin its strength and 
power, 
‘But Christ our ransom died.’ 


“However terrific may be the 
lightning and loud the thunders of 
Mount Sina‘, in exhibiting the holi- 
ness and purity of the divine law, 
and whatever alarming fears they 
may excite in the bosoms of sinful 
men, the awful scene of Mount Cal- 
vary most effectually seals home 
upon the conscience the stern de- 
mands of inflexible justice. 

“The bloody cross, the vinegar 
and gall, the crown of thorns, the 
spear, the expiring Saviour, with 
that agonizing cry, ‘My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ 
exhibit in the strongest possible co- 
lours the extreme turpitude of sin, 
and the dreadful punishment that 
awaits the ungodly in the world to 
come. 


“Hence the Apostles, guided by 
the Holy Spirit, made Jesus Christ 
the great, the principal, the para- 
mount theme of all their discourses. 
They constantly and boldly placed 
him first in all their addresses, St. 
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Taul, at Athens, preached Jesus 
and the resurrection. Philip, at 
Samaria, preached Christ unto 
them; and in opening the scripture: 
to the Ethiopean nobleman, he 
preached unto him Jesus. And it 
is said of the Apostles Peter an! 
John, that in every house thev ceas- 
ed not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ. 

“If Jesus Christ be formed in us 
the earnest and hope of glory, and 
if we love him with all our heart su- 
premely, the Saviour and his cross 
will form the most prominent sub- 
ject of all our discourses. It will 
be the joy of our hearts 





‘to tell to sinners round, 
‘What a dear Saviour we have found’ 


And this has ever been found to be 
the most effectual method of win- 
ning souls to Christ. 

“Some no doubt will call this en- 
thusiasm; be it so. By means of it 
perishing souls are saved, and God 
is glorified. If we must err, (and 
to err is human,) let it be rather in 
doing too much than too little for 
the glorious cause of the Redeemer 
of the world. 


“But, brethren, besides the ardu- 
ous duty of public instruction on the 
holy Sabbath, we have a still more 
important and difficult task to per- 
form. After the example of the 
Apostles, we are required private- 
ly, or, as the Evangelist expresses 
it, ‘in every house,’ to teach the 
same blessed gospel. Parochial 
instruction from hvuse to house 
opens to us a door for pressing 
home upon the conscience the odious 
nature of sin—to warn sinners, by 
direct appeals to the heart, of the 
great danger of neglecting the of- 
fers of mercy—to describe the pre- 
ciousness of a Saviour’s love, and 
point out the blessings which be- 
long to the faithful follower of the 
Lamb of God. It is the minister's 


dut) also, beside the couch of pain. 
the pillow of sickness, and the bed 





of death, affectionately to adminis- 
ter, to those who have believed, the 
rich consolations of the gospel. To 
the house of.mourning, of sorrow 
and of woe, it is a part of our office 
.o bend our steps, and carry to 
the broken hearted, the disconso- 
late, and the afflicted, the healing 
balm of the gospel;—into their 
»leeding wounds to pour the oil 
and wine of consolation—to wipe 
away the widow’s tears, and hush 
the orphan’s cry—tell them how 
Jesus suffered and died—tell them 
of joys beyond the tumb; and point 
to those blessed abodes ‘where the 
wicked cease from troubling and 
the weary are at rest;’ and, commit- 
ting them, with fervent prayer, into 
the hands of their Creator and 
Judge, wait the issue of the last day 
for the reward of our labours. 

“It is difficult, my Rev. brethren, 
so long as we remain in the flesh, 
rightly to estimate and comprehend 
the awful responsibility of our holy 
office. We bear a commission 
issued from the court of Heaven, 
sealed with the seal of the Spirit, 
confirmed by the imposition of 
hands, and ratified by those blessed 
words, ‘lo I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.’— 
It runs thus: ‘Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature; he that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved, but 
he that believeth not shall be damn- 
ed.’ ‘Son of man, I have made thee 
a watchman unto the houseof Israel; 
therefore, hear the word at my 
mouth, and give them warning from 
me. When I say unto the wicked, 
thou shalt surely die; and thou giv- 
est him not warning, nor speakest 
to warn the wicked from his wicked 
way, to save his life, the same wick- 
ed man shall die in his iniquity; but 
his blood will I require at thine 
hand.’ Ged of mercy, who among 
us poor earthen vessels, the minis- 
ters and stewards of thy Church, can 








be saved! 
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Thus brethren, clothed with pleni- 
potential powers, our embassy is re- 
garded by the inh«bitans of Heaven 
with anxious solicitude. To some, 
it will be found on the great day of 
account, that we have been minis- 
ters of condemnation, to others of 
life eternal. God, from his throne 
in Heaven, is constantly noticing 
the feelings of our hearts, and the 
manner of our lives. In his book 
of remembrance, are recorded eve- 
ry thought and desire of the soul.— 
He knows whether we preach to 
please him, or to please men—whe- 
ther we are actuated by the con- 
straining love of Christ, or a worldly 
spirit—whether we preach Christ or 
ourselves—whether under all the 
embarrassing circumstances in which 
we are placed, we bear a decided 
and uniform testimony to the power 
of his grace. 

“Tet us now place ourselves with 
the people of our charge, at the bar 
of God, whither our brother has 
gone. When called upon to give 
an account of our stewardship, with 
what feelings shall we witness the 
joy of some, and the agony of 
others—to whom we have preached. 
Surrounded by the innumerable 
multitude of an assembled universe, 
the Judge will exhibit, in awful con- 
trast, our numerous offences, and 
his great mercies—our commission 
to preach his Gospel, and the man- 
ner in which we have executed that 
commission. To the people we 
must appeal for the evidence of our 
faithfulness. 

“And O have we not reason to 
fear, lest some one will rise up a- 
gainst us—lest some one will cry 
out, ‘me he never warned—my sin- 
ful and depraved nature, he never 
described—my condemned state 
and exposure to thy wrath, he never 
pointed out—the necessity of being 
spiritually born again, I never heard 
from his lips.? O! wretched man 
that I am.—*Wo is me, for I am 
undone for ever—better had it been 
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for me, never to have been born.’ 

‘‘My dear brethren and fellow- 
labourers in the Gospel, the antici- 
pation of this possibly awful scene, 
and the thought that the blood of one 
thus lost for ever, through our un- 
faithfulness, will be laid to our 
charge, is sufficient to appal the 
stoutest heart, and involuntarily 
call forth the exclamation, +O 
Lord, who is sufficient for these 
things?’ 

“Tet us then be admonished, in 
committing to the dust this our bro- 
ther, of the necessity and impor- 
tance of having our lamps trimmed 


}and burning, our wedding garments 


on, and all things ready, that we 
may give a good account of our 
stewardship, and enter with our di- 
vine Master into the marriage sup- 
per ofthe Lamb. The time must 
soon come when we must follow our 
departed friend to the bar of God.— 
Health and strength must yield to 
the overpowering force of the stroke 
of death. Could the assiduity and 
unwearied attention of friends, the 
skill and kind attendance of physi- 
cians, and the earnest and importu- 
nate prayers of his brethren in the 
ministry, and the people of his late 
charge, have averted the blow that 
has consigned him to an untimely 
grave, he would have been spared. 
But his days were numbered. Mark 
the feelings of someo f his people on 
hearing of his sickness, and the in- 
terest excited on his behalf. 

“One writes, ‘we have anxiously 
waited the arrival of the mail to day, 
to hear from you; and though much 
grieved to hear of your severe ill- 
ness, we were truly thankful to find 
that you were living, and have hopes 
that you may be restored. I feel 
truly thankful that you are with 
kind friends—give my most grateful 
thanks to Mrs, ——— and family, for 
their kind attention to our Pastor, 
and tell her I hope it will be return- 
ed to her fourfold. You’ cannot 
imagine the anxiety we feel—TI fear 
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we think more of our minister than 
we ought, and that he will be taken 
from us. Ohl pray we may not, 
and that he may be spared to us, 
and may all the congregation ap- 
preciate his worth as they ought to 
do. 


in perfect health as soon as possible, 
is my most fervent prayer.’ 

* Another writes to a friend, ‘your 
letter has added greatly to our pain- 
ful apprehensions respecung our 
beloved triend and Pastor, and no- 
thing but the smad/ ray of hope im- 
parted in your postscript, in which 
you say he is certainly better, can 
make us bear with any degree of 
resignation another week of anxious 
suspense. speak in the name of 
all his frends. Could Mr. Pierson 
have witnessed the tears that have 
been this day shed at the idea of his 
sufferings and danger, he could ne- 
ver doubt the strength of our attach- 
ment tohim. However, painful as 
this state of suspense is, we are com- 
pelled to submit to it, and can only 
offer up our fervent prayer to Al- 
mighty God, to spare a life so truly 
valuable and so necessary tothe hap- 
piness of his family and friends. If it 
can be the smadlest comfort to him, 
to know that we all deeply sympa- 
thize with him in his sufferings, I 
can assure him of the fact. Some 
few of us would gladly go on to see 
him were it practicable; but we 
must resign him into the hands of a 
kind Providence and the attention of 
affectionate friends. As soon as he 
is able, he must certainly write to 
us, and let us know when we may 
expect to see him here. I am sorry 
that his visit to his mother will be so 
much shortened by his illness, yet as 
he is universally so punctual in his 
appointments, we anticipate the plea- 
sure of having him with us on the 
3d Sunday in October. I have sug- 
gested the probability of his not re- 
turning so soon, but those with whom 
I conversed, would nt doubt his 
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May our ministter be enabled | 
to visit his friends, and return to us | 
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| punctuality. You have no idea 
what general interest his situation 
excites here.’ Undera subsequent 
date the same friend writes:—*T he 
melancholy contents ef your letter 
have deeply distressed us all, and 
blasted the pleasing hopes we en- 
tertained of our dear friend’s recove- 
ry. We fear that he is no longer 
among the living. And Oh, I fray, 
if 7¢ be so, that we may have the 
satisfacuon of hearing that his de- 
parture from this world was tran- 
quil, and that he felt some assur- 
ance of everlasting happiness. You 
know not how much he had endear- 
ed himself to us by his amiable and 
affectionate deportment, and we 

Shall all lament him as a much lov- 

ed brother. Great and irreparable 

inceed will be our loss, if he should 
die. And Oh what a lesson will it 
be to us, to se€ oie possessi:-g¢ eve- 
ry qualification to render |im happy 
and useful, snatched from us‘by the 
cruel hand of death, in the bloom of 
life, and in the full vigour of his 
most sanguine hopes. Butowr loss 
will be Ais gain; and God grant that 
the recollection of his virtues and 
affection for us, may stimulate us 
to persevere with ardour in follow- 
ing that pah which he so faithful- 
ly pointed out.’ ” 

cement 
[BY REQUEST.] 

OBITUARY of Miss Saran Watxer 
Paez, who died on Friday the 25th of 
August, at the seat of her Father, Mr. 
Robert Page, of Frederick county, Va- 
in the 32d year of her age. 

When by divine grace any poor 
heir of sin and shame is converted 
into an humble and obedient child 
of God, and enabled to live the life 
and die the death of the righteous, 
it is the duty of the friends of God to 
make the best use of such display 
of divine goodness in behalf of all 
those who are yet living and may 
die insin. Such is the motive which 
prompts to this communication. 
The simple narrative, however, will 








be the best and a quite sufficient ar- 
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gument in favour of this publica- 
tion. 

The deceased had almost from | 
her infancy been acquainted with 
sickness and pain, which, by the 
biessing of God, was doubtiess made 
instrumental to the renovation of her 
soul. er infirmities of body, how- | 
ever, were not suilicient to prevent | 
her belag a most valuable member | 
of the family; for on her devolved | 
the chief duty of supcrintending a | 
a large household; and it was CXe- | 
cuted in such a manner as to secure | 
the devoted attachment of all who! 
were concerned. The tears which. 
were poured forth, and the groans | 
which burst from the numerous do-- 
mestics who followed her to the 
grave, bore ample testimony to this. 
All who were present saw and felt” 
that she had been the poor negroes’ 
friend. Her benevolence to them 
sprang from a high and holy source— | 
from the grace of Him who made of | 
one blood all the people upon earth. | 
Sine was for inany years before her 
death in full communion with the 
Episcopal church in the parish of 
Frederick, giving good evidence in, 
her life that she was in comm inion 
with the Great Head thereof. About 
eight or ten months before her | 
death, however, it pleased providence | 
to awaken her to a still deeper con- 
cern about her soul, and to perfect 
that work which had long been be- 
gun in her. 


and made more meet for the inheri- 
tance of the saints inlight. She be- 
came deeply serious, so that her 
countenance was strongly marked 
with the appearance of sorrow. At 
different times of the day she would 
retire from the family and remain a- 
lone for hours in prayer and reading 
the Bible. Her tenderly attached 
parents and friends became uneasy, 
aad feared that her mind would sink 
under the weight of care which 
seened to overwhelm it. They 


She was baptised anew | 
by the Holy Ghost, as for the dead, | 





asked the cause of her distress. 
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She replied that she felt she had not 
long to live. She was assured of 
this, and therefore she must make 
sure of one thing, and begged them 
not to be uneasy. She further told 
them that although she was _ con- 
scious of no enormous sins of com- 
mission, yet in the sight of a God of 
purity amd perfection her heart was 
corrupt and sinful; and but for the 
merits and sufficiency of the atoning 
blood of Christ, she should be driven 
to despair. But her soul was in the 
hands of God, who was purifying it 
by much tribulation for the kingdom 
of heaven. God was also doubtless 
preparing to glorify himself upon 
earth by fortifying her soul against 
those sufferings which were at hand, 
and especially against the last enemy. 

Her prophetic declarations as.to 
the approach of death were soon 
verified. His summons was given 
in the language and form of a dis- 
ease not to be questioned. She 
said, in spite of all the hopes of her 
friends, that it was Death, and pre- 
pared to follow him. It was seen 
and known, that although her dis- 
tress and gloom were past, yet her 
soul was still engaged in prayer and 
preparation. That her prayer was 
heard, and grace according to her 
necessity granted, was evident from 
the meek and uncomplaining tem- 
per in which she sustained torment- 
ing pains which have made heroes 
and philosophers lose all fortitude, 
and patience, and infidels to curse 
God and die, rather than endure any 
longer. 

The violence of her pains would 
never have been known even to her 
nursing friends, but for those piteous 
groans which burst from her ago- 
nized frame in the hours of sleep—a 
sleep only to be procured by the 
stupifying opiate. But notwithstand- 
ing all her pains, and the great dif- 
ficulty of her uttérance, she was 
strengthened by God (as she herself 
declared) to speak in the most com- 
forting and edifying manner to all a- 
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round her for some days before her 
death. She spoke of the distress of 
mind she had laboured under, but | 
said she was now quite at ease; that | 
she had seen all her sins, and trust- | 
ed her Saviour would not forsake | 
her. She feared to say that she had | 
a perfect assurance, lest it might be | 
presumption; but she hoped she was 
certain of life. She would often 
break her silence by repeating, and | 
sometimes endeavouring to sing 
parts of hymns descriptive of her 
mental exercises. Among them 
were the following: 

“Send comfort down from thy right | 

hand.” 

There is a land of pure delight, 

Where saints immortal reign.” 

“The soul from sin for ever free, 

Shall mourn its power no more.” 

That her hope was sirengthening 
into assurance, and almost into 
heavenly fruition every hour, was 
plain, from ber emphatic exclama- 
tion, “O Death, where is thy sting! 
O Grave, where is thy victory!” and 
from these words addressed to ap 
anxious parent, “O that’ I could 
mount on wings of love; ’tis all bar- 
mony there, you know.”” But no- | 
thing more distinctly marked the 
genuine operation of grace, and | 
showed her to be a disciple of Jesus, 
than tie deep concern she manifest- 
ed for the spiritual welfare of all who 
surrounded her dying bed. O that 
all Christians would sell their lives 
thus dearly, and seek to do good to 
the very last! Nota child or a ser- 
vant was forgotten in her dying ad- 
vices. According to their ages and 
stations she counselled them to do 
their duty, be obedient, seek the one 
thing needful, and meet her in hea- 
ven, Among the children was one 
for whom she appeared at the bap- 
tismal font, and him she exhorted 
“to be good, and meet her in the 
realms of glory.”” Among the ser- 
vants was one whom she had parti- 
cularly trained, and been careful to 
have always present at the prayers of 














the family. From her she obtained 


a solemn promise that she would 
never neglect that duty. To a 
brother she said, **You are now in 
the prime of life: do you not think it 
is time for you to think seriously of 
religion?”” To a sister she spoke in 
the same manner, urging her to at- 
tend to the ‘one thing needful, and 
make the scriptures her constant 
study:” and when that sister promis- 
ed so to do, she declared “it was the 
happiest day of her life.” The 
thought of being instrumental in the 
salvation of a sister, quite overjoyed 
her soul, and made her to partake of 
that happiness which angels feel at 
the conversion of sinners. To her 
father, who leaned over his dying 
child, and said, “You are going to 
my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God,” she said, * Yes, 
where all tears shall be dried.” 
To her mother she said, “Be com- 
forted, 1 am perfectly happy;” and 
afterwards requested a servant “to 
tell her parents that she was very 
happy.” 

If more be required, we might 
state, that on the morning of her 
death, and while indeed she was dy- 
ing, she exclaimed three times, 
“Glory, glory, glory, in my seul!” 
And while some pious friends were 
singing a sweet hymn to her depart- 
ing spirit, and when they came to 
the words, 

‘I see a world of spirits bright, 

Who taste the pleasures there; 

They all are robed in spotless white, 

And conquering palms they bear;” 
her utterance having failed, she 
raised her eyes and waved her hand 
toward heaven, in token that she saw 
the happy spirits, and was on the 
wing to their blessed abode. 

Happy soul, thy days are ended, 

All thy mourning days below: 

Go! by angel guards attended, 

To the sight of Jesus go! 

And may all who witnessed this 
death, or read these lines, be blessed 
with a like holy and triumphant de- 
parture from this world of sin and 
misery.—( Winchester Republican. 





